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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study : (1) the basic data on
the economy, society, communications and psychology; (2) participation in
the above; (3) interrelation of the factors (i.e. economic, social, communicative
and 'psychological) and their effect on the members' participation in activities of
farmer housewife groups; (4) problems and suggestions in group implcmcntatioﬁ by
the members.

The population of this study was nine farmer housewife groups in
Muang, Talang and Kratoo districts of Phuket. The population was 153. An
interview was used to collect the data. The study period was from ‘Janua.ry to
February 1994,

The findings revealed that the ‘ majority of the members' ages ranged
between 3649 years. More than 70 percent had obtained formal education up
to grade 4, and more than 80:percent were married less than 3 children. The
members of the family ranged from 5-7 persons. They had a major occupation in
agriculture and received incomes ranging from 30,001-60,000 baht per year.

More than 60 percent of the members had a good knowledge and
understanding of the principles, objectives and operation of a group. They had
contact with communities outside their own less than 4 times per year and with the

home-economics officer about 11-14 times per year. More than 70 percent joined
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received information on agriculture and group operation through television 17
times per month. |

More than 60 percent had a favorable attitude towards their group
activities and the home-economics officer. More than 50 percent expected to
get a higher income, better knowledge and have more friends. More than 50
percent had a high level of motivation.

For members’ participation in various the stages of operation, it was
evident that at the stage of problem analysis, members participated most in
group meetings. At the stage of planning for strategies of group operation,
members participated most in the execution of the activities. At the stage of
problem-solving, most members made their decisions together for group-operation
planning. At the follow-up stage, members used the resuits of the analysis to
improve their group.

In correlation analysis, it was found that factors of knowledgé and
understanding of the principles, objectives and operation of a group, outside urban
contact, exposure to radio, exposure to printed matter, expectation to receive more
knowledge, expectation to have more friends and motivation were found to be
positively correlated with members' participation in the activities of the group.

The associated problems in a group operation were as follows they had
income differences among the members : Another problem was the unattractive
location of a member's .shop together with a very limited budget. The
recommendations were that all concemed at all levels should analyze the
group situation . and operate the activities relevant to the knowledge, ability
and skill of the members. They should study and analyze their products to make
them more at_tractive to consumers and to promotve‘ them in different ways. Finally,

the members should increase the fund for group activities.
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