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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate : 1. The economic, social, psychological and
communicative characteristics of farmers raising giant tiger shrimp, 2. Factors associated with
farmers’ adoption of the recommendations, 3. Associated problems in production and technology
transfer, 4.The relationship between economic, social, communicative and psychological factors
and farmers® adoption of the recommendations. The total number of the population was
167. A simple random sampling was used for the sample selection. A number of 110
farmers, approximately 69 percent of the total population, was used for samples. Personal
interveiws were used for data collection. The interviews were started in November 2000 and
Jasted until the end of January 2001. Data analysis was undertaken by using the SPSS program.

The finding revealed that most farmers were male and married, Buddhists, with an average
age of 37.6 years. They had formal education at a tertiary level. Raising shrimp was regarded as a
major occupation. Most farmers were members of a shrimp farmer association. Their source of farm
information was from magazines, journals and their shrimp farmer association. Most farmers
adopted the recommendations in terms of pond construction, pond preparation, stocking density,
feeding, damage and water utilization systems, use of drugs and chemical equipment, and
environmental control and management.

The outbreak of epidemics, low rate of fertility and low standard of production quality were

mentioned as major problems. An inadequate number of extension officers, a low rate of farm visits
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paid by extension officers and irrelevant guidance for farmers’ needs were cited as major constraints
of (technology) transfer between farmers and extension officers.

A relationship between economic, social, psychological and communicative factors and
farmers’ adoption of recommendations was observed. Income, use of labour and quality of shrimp
production were positively correlated with the farmer’s adoption.

The study implies that the economic characteristics of farmers have an influence on their
adoption behavior. Those who follow the recommendations tend to be at a higher economic status
and receive farm outputs much more than those who do not follow them. For associated problems, it
is recommended that the extension officers should provide farmers with accurate planning and

protection methods in order to obtain more farm income and a better standard of living.
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