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Thesis Title An Assessment of Smaltholder Dairy Farms in Changwat Phatthalung :
On-going vs. Terminated Farms.
Author Mr. Chatchawan Aramlar
Major Program Agricultural Development
Academic year 1999
Abstract

The purpose of this study was [0 assess dairy cattle management practices and
compare some characteristics between farmers who are still in dairy farming and those who
have terminated dairy farming in Changwal Phatthalung.

The findings revealed that n.wst farmers were male and married with a status of
family head. Their average age was 45 years. All of them were literate with formal education
beiween Grade 1 to 4. The average numbers of family members and of children were 4.8 and
2.8 persons, respectively.

Most farmers raised black and white cattle (Holstein Friesian) in open free-stall barn.
The barn floor was made of coarse concrete and divided into individual stall by iron pipe. Ruzi
grass and para grass were grown for use as roughage feed as roughage shorlagc was a4 commaon
problem. Most farmers cut and carried grasses for animal feeding. Concentrates were provided
to each cow in early morning and late afternoon according to the amount of milk produced.
Breeding cows were artificially inseminated by veterinary technicians. Milking was done by
hand. About one-third of milking cows showed teat infection.

Some common problems facing farmers were flood in forage plots, shartage of green
roughage, low conception rates, shortage of family labour, a lack of good qualily forzen semen,
and a lack of support by the government. For those farmers who terminated dairy operation,
their past problems were uncertainties of milk production and income, limited forage plots and
shortage of roughage feeds, labour shortage, lack of capital and reliable government support
services.

It was found that those who are still in dairy operation had more labour, better
access to sources of finance, higher number of dairy cattle, larger pasturc arcd, better

knowledge of cattle raising, less dependence on the Restructure and Production System of -

&)




Agriculture Plan, more positive attitudes toward dairy cattle raising, better access 10 and
communication with veterinary service personnel, better training and less animal health
problems,

In general, it can be concluded that the promotion of dairy cattle raising in Changwat
Phattalung was successful 1o a certain degree. Further improvement could be achieved through
climination of the existing problems related to both government services and farmers’ socio-
economic and technical aspects. In addition, more farmers' participation in decision-making,
for example in selection and purchasing of dairy cows, in the project should be encouraged.
The government should provide verterinary supplies and seeds for pasture production. Debt
and loan of those who stopped dairy raising should be reviewed in order to help them return to
dairy farming in the future. In addition, extension officers should initiate more contact with
farmers in order to develop favouable attitudes of farmers toward their work for betler

promotion of dairy cattle raising.
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