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Abstract

The main objectives of this study were to investigate socio-economic
background and gender role of dairy cattle farmers. Samples were selected using
purposive and proportional random sampling techniques from the population of dairy
farmers in Rattaphum District, Songkhla Province; Muang District, Khuan Khanun
District, Khao Chaison District, and Pa Pha Yom District, Phatthalung Province. Data
were collected by using a structured interview technique, and the collected data were
analysed for frequency distribution, percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation.

Results from the analyses revealed that more than 77 percent of the dairy
farmers (family leader) were male, Buddhists, and married. The average age.was 3|
years old, mostly (46%) with primary education, Dairy cattle raising could be
considered both as major and minor occupation. The average family size was S with an
average of 2 labourers consisting of one male and one female involved in the dairy cattle
raising. Most of the furmers had their own land, only a small fraction of them still had
to rent some plots of land for pasture, Most of the farmers used their own capitals and
some credits for their farming. The main sources of credits were from the Bank of
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) and the ‘dairy cooperative. The
average loan per farm was 146,815 baht. The main source of water was from shallow
wells and ponds on the farm. The water supply was sufficient throughout the year.

All of the farmers raised Holstein Friesian (HF) crossbred cattle, mostly 75
percent HE. The average number of dairy cattle was 10 per farm with an approximately
milking cows of 4 per farm. The average size of pasture land was 12 rai approximately

1.92 ha.) per farm. Green forages as well as rice straw were fed along with concentrate.

(3)




Milking was done twice a day. Milk was immediately transported to milk processing
plant. Milk yield averaged was 9.03 kg/cow/day or- 44.5 kg/farm/day. Tuberculosis and
Brucellosis were regularly examined. Cowdung was used as fertilizer for pasture and
other crops. Most of the farmers considered themselves as having insufficient
knowledge and they still expressed their need for further training, Most farmers
indicated that dairy cattle raising offerred good career opportunity for people in Southern
Thailand because it generated regular and sufficient income.

The important problems encountered by the farmers were low fertility of
cows, inadequate pasture area and lack of low-interest credits.

As for gender analysis, both male and female farmers participated in all dairy
cattle raising activities. However, men played greater role in decision making in farm
activities. Men usually spent more time than women in farm activities. The burden of
housework rested with women as they spent appfoi;qglfitgly 54.9 hours per week as
compared with 29.4 hours per week by men. Activities shared mostly by men and
women was related to child-care. However, women played greater role in relation to
decisions on daily expenditures, while off-farm jobs, social expenses 'dl;(l risk
nutnagement rested more with men.

With regard to attitude toward gender role, men _nnd wolmnen expressed
agreement concerning i custody of family income by women. The activities that
required physical strength and off-farm employment rested more with men. Both male
and femule farmers agreed that men were more knowledgeable about farming and spent
more time for farmwork in relation to the use of labour and decision-making., The issues

that men and women wished to have equal opportunity were determination of wage rate,

child-care responsibility, education opportunity and managerial ability.
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