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Abstract

The study aimed to investigate (1) socio-economic aspects of farmers,
who raised dairy, (2) use of recommended dairy practices, (3) associated
problems in dairy productions, (4) factors associated with farmers’ adoption of the
husbandry recommendations. As the number of dairy farmers was limited, the
whole population of 114 farmer in Phatthalung province were used. Individual
interviews were used as the method of data collection. The interviews were
conducted during January to February 1997.

The findings revealed that most farmers were male and married. Their
age were ranging from 31-50 years. They cbtained formal education at Grade 4
and were literate. They raised pregnant heifers at the beginning of their dairy
farming. The cows were raised inside the shade. Main reasons for dairy raising
were due {o readily available market and active support by the government. Most
dairy barns were built as single roofing. Amount of concentrates fed was refated
to cow's body condition and milk yield.

Para grass and plicatulum were the major forage species used as
roughage. Most farmers used vaccination {o prevent foot-and-mouth disease and
hemorrhagic septicemia. Babiosis, pneumonia and mastitis were seen as most
common diseases. Selection of replacement heifers and use of ariificial
insemination were adopted by most farmers. The low conception rate of artificial

insemination, high price of feeds and a shortage of roughage in summer were

&)




mentioned as the major problems in dairy raising. From correlation analysis : age,
education, knowledge in dairy raising, size of pasture and personal contact with
district livestock office were found positively correlated with the adoption of
recommended dairy practices.

This implies that socio-economic characteristics of farmers have an
influence on behavioral changes of farmers in the use of recommended dairy
practices. An increase in training and personal contact between farmers and
district livestock officers should be encouraged to provide more opporiunities for
the adoption of recommendations. In addition associated production problems
should be resolved, especially that related to low conception rate of artificial
insemination, a shortage of roughage and health problems including mortality in all

age groups.
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