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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate social, economic,
psychological, and management factors related to continuous and abandoned black
tiger prawn raising and to identify problems and suggestions made by farmers who
raised black tiger prawns continuously and those who abandoned black tiger prawn
raising on the west coast of Tambon Pak Phanang and in Tambon Laem Talumpuk,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province.

The data were collected by interviewing 90 farmers who were selected using a
simple random sampling method. Out of these 90 farmers, 49 were those who raised
prawn continuously. A specific sampling method was used to select 41 farmers who
stopped prawn farming; this was 50 percent of the population.

The results of the study on socio-economic factors revealed that the average
age of continuous prawn-raising farmers was higher than farmers who stopped prawn
farming. The average number of family members of the two groups of farmers was
the same. The farmers who stopped raising prawns had a higher educational
background. Neighbors were a source of information on prawn farming for both
groups.

The result of the study on economic factors showed that the occupation of
both groups before prawn farming was rice farming. After stopping prawn farming,
they returned to rice farming and coastal fishing. During the survey period, both
groups were in debt. However, regarding debts, more farmers who continuously
raised prawns than those who stopped prawn farming were in debt.

The result of the study on psychological factors revealed that farmers who
raised prawns continuously had better attitude toward black tiger prawn raising than

those who stopped prawn farming.



The result of the study on management found that most farmers who raised
prawns continuously used a developed prawn farming style and the farmers who
stopped prawn farming used a semi-developed prawn farming style. Most farmers in
both groups launched 50,000-100,000 baby prawns per rai and used commercial feed
and used feeders in feeding the prawns.

The problems faced by farmers who raised prawns continuously were
diseases, low-quality water and losses. The problems faced by farmers who stopped
prawn farming were loss, low-prices, expensive feed, diseases, and lack of knowledge
in prawn farming.

The results of the study on the relationships between social, economic, and
management factors and continuous prawn farming and abandoned prawn farming
revealed that family income, information reception, models of prawn farming ,and
usage of aerator were related and their relationships were statistically significant. It
was found that educational background, and debts, rate of baby prawn launching, feed
did not have relationships with black tiger prawn farming either continuous and

abandoned farming.





