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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study were twofold : 1 to investigate the basic data and
relationship between social factors, communication, economic characteristics, and
agricultural practices of farmers in Songkhla province and farmer' attitudes towards the
- use of Azadirachta sp.extract as a pesticide and 2. to study the influence of social factors,
communication, economic characteristics, and agricultural practices of farmers who joined
the project on farmer ' s attitudes towards the use of organic pesticides to control pests in
Songkhla province. Simple random sampling technique was used in order to select the
subject for the study. The instrument empioyed were a questionnaire and a structured
interview to collect data. The sample of this study were 334 farmers who joined the same
program in Songkhla province. This made up 10% of the whole population under study

The results of the study revealed that most farmers were men whose average age
was 49.28 years. They finished only a primery school level. Their familty consisted of 5-8
people. Eighty-eight per cents of them were mainly farmers. Ninety-four per cents of the
farmers possessed their own agricultural plots. The number of years the farmers grew their
crops averaged 7.7. Crop yield were harvested from each plot. The pest found in the piots
was mainly caterpillars which were killed by using the herbal pesticide extracted from

Azadirachta siamensis given by the government.
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The resuits of the statistic analysis indicated that the reiatiomsha‘b between social
factors, communication, economic characteristics, and agricultural practices and farmer's
attitudes was significant (p<0.05) . In addition , it was found that education being a
member of an agricultural organization, catching up with agricultural news, applying for a
ioan, family labour, produce selling, agricultural practice, harvesting, pest control, and the
type of Azadirachta sp. Extract used were highly significant (p<0.01)

There were four factors influencing the farmer's attitudes towards the use of
Azadirachta sp.extract as a pest control. The factors were applying for a loan, family
labour, harvesting and agricultural practice. All of were highly significant (p<0.01) and the

Cronbach’s aipha coefficient (Rz) was 0.11.





