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Abstract

The objectives of the study were : (1) to investigate- agricultural cooperative
activities from the perspective of staff of cooperatives; (2) to identify the
physiological and socio-economic factors, factors related to participation in
cooperative activities, factors related to participation in receiving benefits and
psychological factors of members that affect cooperative activities (3) to compare
these factors between members of cooperatives that have a complete business cycle
with members of cooperatives that do not have a complete business cycle; (4) to
investigate the relationship between physiological and socio-economic factors and
participation in cooperative activities, and participation in receiving benefits.

The study was carried out by means of both qualitative and quantitative
inquiries. In the qualitative inquiry, agricultural cooperatives were devided into two
groups according to their activities: (1) the group that have a complete business
cycle; and (2) the group that do not have a complete business cycle. A stratified
random sampling technique was employed in the selection of samples. The samples
were Ranod Agricultural Cooperative Limited and Muang Songkhla Agricultural
Cooperative Limited. Four staff members were interviewed in each of these
cooperatives. In the quantitative inquiry, a simple random sampling technique was
employed in selecting samples. The total member of the samples  were 128
members of which 62 from Ranod Cooperative and 66 from Muang Songkhla

Cooperative.
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The result of qualitative inquiry indicates that the chairman of the executive
committee and the manager play an important role in cooperative administration and
management under the supervision of cooperative extension officials. The members
participate in drawing policy and operational guidelines of cooperatives thruog the
annual meeting. However, all parties agreed that if members' participation in
cooperative activities is improving, their abilities to help each other and rely on
themselves will increase. These findings correspond to findings from the
quantitative inquiry which show that Ranod Cooperative members have average
values of participation level in undertaking cooperative activities and in receiving
benefits higher than these of Muang Songkhla Cooperative. This makes Ranod
cooperative is able to perform its business in a complete cycle which covers
deposit and loan business, buying business, selling busines_s, service business,
training and extension activities. On the other hand, Muang Songkhla cooperative
still cannot perform selling business and service business. When compare the
average values of level of participation in cooperative activities between members
of these two cooperatives, the result shows that members' participation in buying
business was significantly different at p<.05. Nevertheless, a comparison of
members' participation in receiving benefits shows that Ranod Cooperative members
received more benefits in buying business, and in training and extension activities
than those of Muang Songkhla cooperative.

In the correlation analysis, the agricultural income, amount of deposits,
the distance between members' houses and cooperative office, and the length of
cooperative membership, were positively correlated with the participation of
members in Ranod Cooperative activities, while only the agricultural income and
the length of cooperative membership were positively correlated with the
participation of members in Muang Songkhla Cooperative activities.

In the comparison analysis, the agricultural income, household expense and

the distance between members' houses and cooperative office were highly
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significant different at p<.01 between two coopertives. Th.us, Ranod Cooperative
members have higher average agricultural income and higher household expense
than Muang Songkhla Cooperative members, but the average distance from
cooperative office to their houses were nearer than that of Muang Songkhla
Cooperative's members.

From the analysis of psychological factors that affect cooperative activities, it
was evident that Ranod cooperative members have higher average scores of opinion
expression level (X=2.27) than Muang Songkhla cooperative members (X =2.08).
When each type of average scores of opinion expression level were compared, the
result shows that the opinion expression level of Ranod Cooperative members
towards the structure of cooperative and opinion towards buying business
performance were highly significant different at p<.01 from those of Muang
Songkhla Cooperative members.

There are a few obstacles to the operation of cooperative activities. First, the
loan business which is based on value of property of each member to guarantee the
loan, limits the access of some members to the service. Second, the far distance of
the members' houses from the cooperative offices makes members are inconvenient
to purchase commodities from the cooperatives. Third, the complicated process
involving in selling business causes inconvenience for members to sell their rice.
Finally, the cooperatives are still unable to provide service business extensively.

To increase the level of members' participation in cooperative activities, the
cooperatives should realize the importance of groups of members. Staff of
cooperatives should encourage every member of groups to hold together and
participate actively in cooperative activities. At the same time, the cooperative
should concentrate more on educational and occupational extension services, and
emphasize the importance of mutual contribution within each groups, which will lead

the cooperative to a self-reliant state.
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