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'ABSTRACT OF THESTS

Feéding ecology of eight species of water-birds in Thale

Sap Sanctuary was studied from October 1983 to November 1984,

The species studied were the Little Grebe (Podiceps ruficollis),
Whisting Teal (Dendrocyana javanica); Cotton Teal (Nettapus

goromandelianyg), Moorhen (galiinula chloropus), Purple Galli-

nule (Porphyrio porphyrio), Little Egret (ﬁqretta garzetta),

Intermediate Egret (Egretta intemedia) and Large Egret (Egretta
alba), Observation werekmade of feeding method, flocking behav-
ing, feeding rate, daily variation of feeding activity, feed-
ing site, depth of feeding site and tvypes of food eaten were
determined by analvsls of qut content, The overlap in feeding
ecology were calculated from the data of feeding rate, time of
feeding activity, feeding site, depth of feeding site and food

types,

Tt is concluded that the eight species of water-birds
in this area partition their food by difference in choice of
food types, feeding site and depth of feeding site, all .of
which are sufficient, in various combina&ions to reduce com-

petition and thereby permit coexistence,
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