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ABSTRACT

The study on the forming and process of civil society : A case study of Keereewong
Community, Tambon Kamlone, Lanska District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province had two main
objectives: to investigate factors supporting the forming of the process of the civil society, and to
investigate the process of the social community in Keereewong community. Interviews and
observations were used to collect the data that were then analyzed qualitatively.

The results of the study revealed that the factors supporting the forming of civil
society process in Keereewong community, Tambon Kamlone, Lanska District, Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province were:

1. Horizontal social structure. People in the community were not very different from
each other in terms of economic status, education, occupation, and income. Most of them were
relatives and helped each other.

2. Self-reliance economy. Most people were farmers growing fruits and vegetables.
They also had sideline occupation in working with vocational groups and doing odd jobs. The
community could produce its own food and it was a producing and selling unit.

3. Buddhist value. People took Dhamma or the teaching of Buddha as guidelines for
their life.

4. Community leaders as coordinators. They linked people with the people
themselves, people with groups of people, groups with groups, and people with government

agencies.They were accepted by people in the community. Some of them are formal leaders and
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some were not. Some of them were former development leaders, some were folk doctors, some
were teachers and some were abbots.

5. Natural resources and the environment. Keereewong is situated in a suitable
geographical area that is rich in natural resources, fertile soil and abundance of water and suitable
weather for crops growing.

6. Local folk wisdom. People inherited folk wisdom from their ancestors and have
their own identity that is different from other communities.

The study on the process of the civil society in Keereewong Community revealed
that people wanted to join hands in solving problems in their community, namely, poverty
problems and problems related to natural resources. Together, they solved problems according to
advice from different agencies. They got into groups to carry out activities to solve problems, for
example, vocational groups to earn extra income, and welfare groups to promote better quality of
life. They applied the process of learning together, sharing folk wisdom and modern knowledge,

communication process, and good group management in their community.
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