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Abstract

The objectives of the study on roles of Local Leaders on Drug Prevention : a
case study of Changwat Songkhla were to investigate the relationship between
predisposition factors and the roles of the Local Leaders on Drug Prevention. The
methodology was a survey research using two types of instruments : questionnaires with
206 kamnans (Leaders of Tambols), Phuyai Ban (Leaders of Villages), members of
Provincial Administrative Organization, members of Tambol Administrative Organization,
members of Municipality Councils, and members of Community Administrative
Committee; and dept interview with 30 kamnans, Phuyai Bans and members of Tambol
Administrative Organization. Data obtained were then analyzed.

It was found that most of the 206 Local Leaders were men, aged 41-50,
educated more than compulsory education level with less than 10,000 bath per month
income and 10,001-20,000 bath household earnings. Most of them were Phuyai Ban,
working in this position for 1-5 years and were married.

The study found no relationship between most predisposition factors not
including the “position” factor of most Local Leaders and Drug Prevention. This may be
because it has been government's policy that Drug was an urgent problem to be solved
in order to prevent its adverse effects. As government officers, the Local Leaders have
take full responsibilities to regardless of the differences in gender, age, education,
income etc;

However, it was found that there was a relationship between the roles of the
Local Leaders and Drug Prevention. Most of the Local Leaders have moderate level of

opinion about Drug Prevention.This may be because of their iack of knowledge,
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understanding and recognition of severity of Drug problems. Thus, a lack of continuality
in operating and fack of attention form Local Leaders on Drug Prevention in the
communities has led to chronic problems that must be urgently solved in the
communities.

There are a few suggestions from the study. The prevention and elimination of
drugs at the grass-root level can be a success if the local leaders, as the main figures in
the operation, are equipped with retevant knowledge, understanding and awareness of
the drug severity. These people must be trained and educated so that they can increase
their knowledge, ability and experience in dealing with drug problems. Moreover, Local
Leaders should promote the civil society in their communities so that people can set
open-minded meetings where they can widely express their opinions as a collective
learning process. In addition, other social aspects such as employment opportunity,
additional jobs for low income people or uneducated people should be created to help

increase their family income. This will prevent them from drug involvement.
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