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Abstract

This study aims to find out facts of gambling on football, a black business, and to learn
types of football gambling in HaadYai Municipality. It is also expected that the finding could be
useful information for a further public debate on an appropriate public policy for the football
gambling business.

It is found that the football gambling business, called in Thai as “toh ball” has been
classified into 3 business scales — small, medium and large table scales. In this business, there is a
business network among “toh ball” providers in order to decrease the risk of gambling. Their
income, called “kha nam”, come from the difference of odd rates between both of sides of
gamblers. The important thing of this black business is trust between gamblers and “toh ball”
owners because this gamble is still illegal in the country.

Mostly, gamblers are male and also bet other types of gambling; such as lottery and
illegal lottery. The gamblers easily started this football gambling because they like football games
and betting on the game even make them more enjoyable. They learned about football gambling
from their friends and mass media like newspaper, radio and television. They are familiar with
“toh ball” either by the introductory of their friends or by themselves. Moreover, sport columns in
daily newspaper provide information and analysis about on going the game which help them
make a decision on betting. Most gamblers bet on the games about 3 times a week with their own
income. The bet on each match is range not more than 500 Baht. The payment mostly is cash.
Their earnings have been spent for their daily necessary goods and services.

Both toh ball and gamblers agree that the government should proceed to legalize football
gambling as its policy. However, they still want the government to consider toh ball gambling as
a form of gambling. They also agree that betting created negative impacts to society in

particularly hurting youngsters. Legally football gambling would have positive impacts. This
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includes obtaining more revenue from gambling tax, defining gamblers’ age. Ultimately, the
government could bring black money back to economic system and protect causes of numerous

social problems.
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