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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study aimed to examine the relationships between the caregivers’
capabilities in responding to the patients’ spiritual needs and perceived caregivers’ compassion to
the spiritual needs among cancer patients undergoing radiotherapy. One hundred patients
undergoing radiotherapy and their caregivers were recruited from the Radiology Department,
Songklanagarind Hospital by using purposive sampling methods. The research instruments were
questionnaires on demographics, caregivers’ capabilities in responding to the spiritual needs, and
the perceived caregivers’ compassion to the spiritual needs. The content validity of all the
instruments used were evaluated by three experts. The internal consistency of two questionnaires,
i.e., caregivers’ capabilities in responding to the spiritual needs, and the perceived caregivers’
compassion to the spiritual needs were tested and showed the following results : Cronbach’s alpha
coefficients of 0.97 and 0.75, respectively. Data analysis was performed using percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and Spearman rank-order correlation coefficient.

The results were as follows:

1.The mean total score of caregivers’ capabilities in responding to the patients’
spiritual needs was at a high level. The highest subtotal was on the score of estimative capability,
followed by productive and transitive dimensions.

2.The total mean score of the perceived caregivers’ compassion to the spiritual
needs was at a high level. The highest subtotal score was on maintaining hope, followed by realising
life’s meanings and purposes and building relationships with others and / or a supreme other.

3.There was no significant relationship between caregivers’ capabilities in



responding to the patients’ spiritual needs and the perceived caregivers’ compassion to the spiritual
needs among cancer patients undergoing radiotherapy (p > 0.05).
The results could be useful in supporting the patients’ caregivers to continuously

respond to the spiritual needs of the cancer patients undergoing radiotherapy.



