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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to study level of suffering i
paraplegic patients and explore the relationship between age, sociosconomic status,
health status and level of suffering. Subjects were 80 paraplegic patients living in Yala
Province, Songkla Province, Satoon Province, Pattanee Province, and Narathiwas
Province. The data were collected by three sets of questionnaires. comprnsing a
demographic data form, a health status form, which was developed from Gordon's
(1987) framework and related literature, and the evaluation of suffering form, which was
developed from McCorkle & Young's {(1978) framework and related reviews. Statistical
analyses included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and Pearson's
product moment correlation coefficient.

The resuits revealed that

1. The first four levels of physical suffering rated as the highest were
1) a disability in performing their previous roles (68.8 %), 2) a disability in walking,
standing and sitting as normal daily life activities {(63.8 %), 3) a disabiiity moving therr
lower limbs as needed (62.5 %]}, and 4) the changes of physicai structure (62.5 %).

The first four levels of psychosocial suffering rated as the highest were
1) becoming dependent (78.8 %), 2) loss of self-esteem (62.5 %), 3) not having their
own income {62.5 %}, and 4) inability to protect themselves and their f-amiiées {61.3 Y.

2. There was no statistically significant relationship between age and suffering
level (P>0.05).

3. There was statistically significant negative relationship between

sociogconomic status, health status and suffering level (r=-0.36, r=-0.50, P=0.01).
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