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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to compare the severity of injury and anxiety of
road traffic accident patients as perceived by patients and nurses, and to identify the relationships
between basic factors, severity of injury and anxiety perceived by patients. Subjects were 380
patients and 23 nurses from the emergency room in one hospital in southern Thailand. Data were
collected by three sets of questionnaires. The first set was used for patients and included a general
data questionnaire, a severity of injury scale and an anxiety scale. Reliabilities of the severity of
injury and anxiety scales were 0.88 and 0.84, respectively. The second set was used for nurses
providing nursing care for patient subjects and comprised the general data questionnaire, the
severity of injury scale and the anxiety scale. Reliabilities of the severity of injury and anxiety
scales were 0.97 and 0.94, respectively. Severity of injury scale was adapted from Somporn’s
scale (1998) and the anxiety scale was adapted from Gaberson’s (1991) concept. The third set, the
instruments of Champion et al. (1989), was used for the researcher or assistant researcher to rate
the severity of injury. Statistical analyses included frequency, percentage, median, quartile
deviation, Spearman rank-order correlation coefficient and Mann-Whitney U test .

The results revealed that

1.Patients perceived severity of injury at a high level but nurses perceived it at a
moderate level.

2. There was a statistically significant difference between severity of injury perceived by
patients and that perceived by nurses.

3. Patients perceived anxiety at a high level but nurse perceived patient’s anxiety at a
moderate level.

4. There was a statistically significant difference between patients’ anxiety perceived by

patients and that perceived by nurses.
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5. Anxiety was statistically significantly positively related to severity of injury and
female sex.

6. There was a statistically significant negative relationship between income and anxiety.

7. Anxiety was not significantly related to age or education.

This study can be used as baseline information to enhance nurses’ awareness in assessing
road traffic accident patients both physically and psychologically. Moreover, it will enhance
nurses’ understanding of patients’ perception and anxiety, in order to plan a nursing care
that is congruent with the patients’ needs and expectations. This result can also be used to plan

further study.
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