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Abstract

This study aimed to describe nurses’ and AIDS patients’ perceptions of nursing practice in
protection of AIDS patients’ rights in university hospitals; compare the perception of nursing
practice in protection of AIDS patients” rights between nurses and patients; and describe
problems/obstacles to nursing practices in protection of AIDS patients’ rights. Subjects comprised
of 68 nurses and 69 AIDS patients. Nurses were selected by systematic sampling and 69 AIDS
patients were selected by purposive sampling from medical units of two university hospitals.
Questionnaires had a reliability of 0.93 (nurse) and of 0.83 (AIDS patient). Data were collected
and analyzed by descriptive statistics and independent t-test.

The results revealed that both nurses and patients perceived that nurses has protected
AIDS patients’ rights in university hospitals at a high level (X=4.33, SD = 0.39, X=4.17, SD = 0.34,
respectively). However, The difference between nurses and patients was statistically at level 0.05.
Nurses rated the problem/obstacle to nursing practice in protection of AIDS patients’ rights of
nurses at a low level (X=2.16, SD = 0.65).

Regarding each item of the rights declaration, it was found that nurses gave the highest
score on item 2 “the right to get service from health professionals without discrimination on
economic status, race, nationality, religion, society, politic, gender, age, or illness status”
(X=4.83, SD = 0.31). Nurses perceived that nurses has acted based on item 9 “the right to obtain
information about his’her own health care when requested” at a moderate level (X=3.05, SD = 1.47).
Patients perceived that nurses has acted based on item 8 “the rights to obtain complete
information for making a decision to participate or withdraw from the research project performed
by health profession™ at a high level (X= 4.64, SD. = 0.62) and that nurses acted in item 5 “the

rights to know the name, surname and type of the health professionals who provides his/her
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services” at a moderate level (X= 3.38, SD = 0.94). It was found that there were significant

differences between nurses’ and patients’ perception on the rights declaration items 2, 3, 4, §, 8,

and 9 at the level .05,

.
\

Nurses identified AIDS patients and the administration system as highest problem/obstacle
for their practices in protection of AIDS patients’ rights (X=2.74, SD = 0.87, X = 2.74, SD = 0.78,
respectively). Nurses themselves were identified as the lowest problem/obstacle for their practices
on protection of AIDS patients’ rights (X=1.93, SD = 0.68)

The results of this study could be used to adjust the emphasis of patients’ rights

protection and to overhaul problem/obstacles to nursing practice in protection of AIDS patients’

rights.
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