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Abstract

The objectives of this descriptive study were to identify nurses’ moral actions
related to informed consent before surgery/procedures perceived by patients and nurses,
and to compare the perceptions between the two groups as well as identify the agreement
of perceptions between the two groups. Simple random sampling was used to recruit the
patients and nurses from surgical and medical wards in two regional hospitals, southern
Thailand. Subjects comprised of 178 patients and 178 nurses.

The instruments consisted of (1) the Demographic Data Form, and (2) the Nurses’
Moral Actions Related to Informed Consent Before Surgery/Procedures, which was
developed by the researcher based on the principle of respect for autonomy proposed by
Beuchamp and Childress (1989; 2001). The test-retest reliability of the patients’ perception
was 0.82 and of the nurses’ perception was 0.89. The data were analyzed by using the
frequency, mean, standard deviation, chi-square and percent of agreement.

The results revealed that the mean scores of patients’ and nurses’ perceptions
toward overall nurses’ moral actions were at a high level (}:32.09, SD=3.86, }232.96,
SD=3.27; theoretical range 0-37). For each component of informed consent, it was found
that the mean scores of patients’ and nurses’ perceptions regarding competence (} =443,
SD=1.03, }:4.80, SD=0.59; theoretical range 0-5), disclosure of information (}:12.54,
SD=1.63, }:12.78, SD=1.32; theoretical range 0-14), voluntariness (}26.48, SD=0.78,
}26.34, SD=0.28; theoretical range 0-7), and authorization (}23.23, SD=0.82, }23.41,

SD=0.64; theoretical range 0-4) were at a high level, while the component of understanding
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of information was at a moderate level (}:4.05, SD=2.78, }:5.24, SD=2.11;
theoretical range 0-7).

When comparing the mean scores of patients’ and nurses’ perceptions, it was
found that nurses’ perception toward every component of nurses’ moral actions was
statistically significant higher than those of patients’ (p<.0001) except the component of
voluntariness which was not statistically significant different between the two groups.

For the agreement between patients’ and nurses’ perceptions (37 items), it was
found that 19 items were in high agreement (80.34-99.44%), 12 items moderately agreed
(52.25-79.78%), and 6 items had low agreement (31.46-48.31%).

The results of this study can be used as baseline information to enhance nurses’

moral actions related to informed consent.



