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Abstract

Phenomenological research provided the methodological
framework for this study. The purposes of the study were to describe
perception of accidents and quality of life of patients with fracture

of lower extremities from motorcycle accidents. The informants were

- 20 adult patients with fracture of lower extremities from motorcycle

. accidentswho were admitted to Songklanagarind Hospital during
January-June 1994. Data 'was collected by in-depth interview, tape
’ ing, observation and field notes. Data was analysed by
'indexing, clustering, drawing themes and verifying conclusion.

The results of the study revealed that :-

Patients with fracture of lower extremities were frigthened

\ at the time of the accident, and they regretted it. They could not
>

pe in the initial period, believed that theyv had been very

: ucky and were angry with their litigants. They perceived that

torcycle accidents were unexpected events, bevond their power to
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control, and caused by their carelessness or others and fate. They
thought that motorcycle accidents might be preventable.

They defined quality of life as happy life and satisfaction
with their own life and with a family 1life. This quality of life
is composed of 4 domains-(1) Physical health, (2) Psychological
confortable : and -hopeful, (3) Being able to work for an income, and
)‘iipﬁixgh;pﬁiness. .

ére the period of injury, 5§ patients perceived their

omiity of life was good, 13 patients perceived their quality of
life was quite good, and 2 patients perceived their quality of life

wag not good.

During and after the period of injury, 16 patients perceived

their quality of life decreased, 3 patients perceived their quality
u?vlifé resénbled the pre-injury'period, and 1 patient perceived her
quality of life increased. |
Three factors which decreased the qudlity of life were
;;‘nre of lower extremities, income 1loss and .anxiety about
ﬁnlking. "Three factors which incréased the quality of life were
: healing of fracture, success in working and social support.
Promotion of motorcycle accident prevention should focus on
safety of riding behavior. Nurses can promote the quality of life of
tients with fracture of lower extremities by helping them to cope
th stress, and giving advice about rehabilitation during the

spitalized, home care, and follow-up period.
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