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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this descriptive correlational research were to investigate nurse s’
knowledge and practices for care of persons attending the National Access to Antiretroviral program
and to examine the relationship between knowledge and practice of nurses working in the
program. A purposive sample of 226 nurses participated in the study. A questionnaire was
constructed and content validated by 3 experts. It consisted of 4 parts: 1) demographic data 2)
knowledge about care of persons taking antiretroviral drugs 3) nurse s’ practice regarding care of
persons taking antiretroviral drugs 4) suggestions about working in the National Access to
Antiretroviral program in southern Thailand. Reliability of the questionnaire yielded alpha values
of .82 and .90 for parts 2 and 3 respectively. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The results showed that:

1. The mean score of nurse s’ knowledge about care of persons taking antiretroviral
drugs was at a high level, knowledge about AIDS/antiretroviral drugs was at a medium level,
knowledge about impact of antiretroviral therapy was at a high level, knowledge about following
treatment was at a high level, and knowledge about counseling was at a high level.

2. The mean score of nurses’ practice regarding care of persons taking antiretroviral
drugs was at a high level, nurses’ practice about assessment before receiving antiretroviral drugs
was at a high level, practice about following treatment was at high level, practice about counseling
was at a high level, and practice about multidisciplinary co-ordination was at a high level.

3. The Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient indicated that knowledge

was correlated significantly with practice at a low level (r=.23.p <.01)



The findings can be used to plan for increased knowledge of nurses about caring
for persons attending the antiretroviral program by providing a training program and promoting

practices, monitoring and ensuring continuation of these practices.



