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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this descriptive correlational research were to investigate nurses’
knowledge, attitude, and pain management for postoperative elderly patients and to investigate
relationship among knowledge, attitude, and practice of nurses working in surgical wards
in southern Thailand. A simple random sample of 200 nurses participated in the study.
A questionnaire was constructed and content validated by 3 experts. It consisted of 4 parts:
1) demographic data, 2) knowledge about pain in postoperative elderly patient, 3) attitude towards
pain in postoperative elderly patients, and 4) nurses practice regarding pain management
for postoperative elderly patients. Reliability of the questionnaire yielded alpha values of 0.87,
0.84, 0.82 for parts 2, 3, and 4 respectively. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The results showed that:

1. The mean score of nurses’ knowledge on pain management for postoperative
elderly patient was at a fair level,

2. The mean score of nurses’ attitude towards pain management for postoperative
elderly patient was at a high level,

3. The mean score of nurses practice in pain management for postoperative
elderly patients was at a moderate level,

4. The Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient indicated that knowledge
was correlated significantly with attitude (r=.25, p<.01) while knowledge and attitude were not
statistically correlated with practice.

The findings suggest the need to increase nurses’ knowledge about postoperative

pain management for elderly patients by providing training programs in order to improve nurses’
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knowledge about pain management and establishing a policy to 1) support postoperative pain

management for elderly patients and 2) monitor and ensure continuation of this practice.
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