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Abstract

This quasi experimental research aimed to study the effects of a planned
instruction on knowledge, attitude and practice of family's participation in caring for
patients receiving mechanical ventilation. It was conducted at Nakhonsrithamarat
Hospital during December, 2004, to March, 2005. Purposive sampling was used for
selecting 64 family members: 32 of them were assigned as a control group and the rest
were assigned as an experimental group. Both groups were evaluated twice for their
knowledge, attitude and practice, pre- and post-intervention in the experimental group
and at the same times in the control group. The planned instruction was a group
teaching, in which 3 - 4 family members were given explanation in providing care and
then participated in discussion. They were also shown a VCD and given a handbook at
the end of the teaching. During this time the researcher was a mentor and gave support
to these subjects. Data were collected using a questionnaire comprising 3 sections:
knowledge, attitude and practice and their reliabilities were 0.70 0.84 uay 0.93
respectively. The data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi square test, t-test and ANCOVA. Results revealed that:

1. The knowledge, attitude and practice mean scores of subjects in the
experimental group after receiving the planned Instruction were significantly higher than
those of subjects in the control group (p < .01).

2. The knowledge, attitude and practice difference mean scores of subjects
in the experimental group after receiving the planned instruction were significantly

greater than those of subjects in the control group at the second evaluation (p < .01).



3. In the experimental and the control groups, the knowledge and practice
mean scores in the second evaluation were significantly higher than in the first
evaluation (p < .01).

4. In the experimental group, the attitude mean scores after receiving the
planned Instruction was significantly higher than before receiving the planned
Instruction (p < .01) while attitude mean scores in the control group were not
significantly different in the two evaluations (p > .05).

The results of this study lead to the suggestion that the planned instruction
should be continually implemented in caring for family members of patients who are

receiving mechanical ventilation.



