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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to determine the frequency of Pap smear test
attendance, the levels of health beliefs concerning cervical cancer in Muslim women,
and to examine the relationships between their health beliefs and their Pap smear test
attendance. One hundred Muslim women who visited the primary health care center at
Chana Hospital, Songkhla province were selected by purposive sampling. Data was
collected from August to September 2003 using face-to-face interviews. The
questionnaires consisted of 3 parts: 1) demographic data, 2) Pap smear test
attendance, 3) health beliefs concerning cervical cancer. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients
were used to test for internal consistency of total health beliefs, perceived threat of
cervical cancer, perceived benefit, and barriers to Pap smear test attendance. The
reliability coefficients for total health beliefs, perceived threat of cervical cancer,
perceived benefit, and barriers to Pap smear test attendance were .80, .91, .85, and .92
respectively. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, means, standard
deviation, and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that 61 percent of the Muslim women had not received

a Pap smear test. Of those who had received the test, only 13 percent have the test as



part of their annual check up. The mean of total health belief scores was at moderate
level. Considering the subtotal scores, the mean score of perceived threat was at
moderate level, perceived barriers was at low level, and perceived benefits was at high
level. There was a significant relationship between total health belief scores and the
frequency of Pap smear test attendance (r = .27, p < 0.05). The perceived threat of
cervical cancer, perceived benefit, and perceived barrier of Pap smear test scores were
significantly correlated to frequency of the Pap smear test (r = .23, p <0.01; r = .32,
p < 0.05, and r =.-0.21, p < 0.05 respectively ). The results of the study suggest that
health care providers should increase Muslim women’s awareness of their risks for
cervical cancer. Providing information by health care providers and through the mass

media may increase the accessibility to preventive health care for Muslim women.





