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QD[ ][ ][]

Place of collection.........ccooovvvnnnnnn,

Questionnaire

Bullying Among Secondary School Students in Pattani Province

This questionnaire is to investigate the bullying behavior of secondary school students in

Pattani province, southern Thailand and includes 4 parts as follow:

PartI  : Characteristics
PartII : Family environments
Part III : Victim of bullying

Part IV : Bullying

Part I: Characteristics For researcher
l1.Gender ( )1.Boy ( )2.Girl gender [ ]
2. Religion () 1. Buddhist ( )2. Muslim religion [ ]
() 3. Christian () 4. Other (Specify)...ccoveercrevrrrrmmmerirreerrerens

3. Date of Birth: Day............... Month.....ccovveevierevennreneerenns Year...oonvvevmmeverevvnnnnnes | AMY_ /[ _
4. Grade level .......... in School name.........cvrer e DISEICE coccevcc vt gradLevel[ ]
5. Does your family celebrate, or practice, any traditional Chinese festivals or chine [ ]
activities, for example Chinese New Year?

( )1. Yes ( )2.No
6. Whenever you do something wrong, do your parents punish you? punil [ ]

() 1.Inever do anything wrong

() 2.1didn’t get punished

() 3.1 get punished occasionally by...........coveveiviriiniiniininenn.

( )4.Igetpunishedusually by........ccovvvvveriviviniiininnnn.
7. Have you ever been punished by your parents so severely that you will never puni2 [ ]
forget it

( )1 Yes ( )2.No

41



Part II: Family environments

For researcher

1. Father’s occupation fOcc [ ]
() 1. Agriculture/Fishery ( ) 2. Contractor ( ) 3.Business
() 4. Governmentofficer () 5. Other (Specify)....ocvverervvrnnee.
2. Mother’s occupation mOcc [ ]
() 1. Agriculture/Fishery () 2. Contractor () 3. Business
()4 Governmentofficer () 5. Other (Specify).....covveveveneen.
3. Marital status of parents status [ ]
() 1. Married () 2. Separated () 3. Divorced
() 4. Father deceased ( )S5.Mother deceased () 6. Both parent deceased
4. How often have you seen your parents verbally abuse each other? pEmo [ ]
( ) 1. Never () 2. Once or twice a week
() 3.Onceortwice amonth ( )4. Once or twice ayear
() 5. Other (Specify).....ccovvrvvrennnn.
5. How often have you seen your parents physically abuse each other? pPhy [ ]
( ) 1l.Never () 2. Once or twice a week
() 3.Once or twice amonth () 4. Once or twice ayear
() 5. Other (SPECILY)...vruereuiinrrrrrrcnsesss s somesssesmssssssssssesesssess s,
Part III: Victim of bullying (If item 1 and 2 answer No, please go to part IV)
1. In the last semester (1 May to 31 October, 2006), have you ever been physically vicl [ ]
bullied by other students at your school (slapped, hit, kicked, punched, or weapons)?
( )1L.No vicl.1
( )2.Yes,by O Slapped O Hit OKicked O Punched IDI0I0I0]
O Attacked With Weapons..............coeveveeeevvevneesiiion, [I0]
OOther....c..coovvvieniiiieeeinie, HOW Often.....ccoovvcervss | ooververennnennns
2. In the last month (November, 2006), have you ever been physically bullied by other | vic2 [ ]
students at your school (slapped, hit, kicked, punched, or weapons)?
( )1.No vic2.1
( )2.Yes, by O Slapped OHit  OKicked O Punched [ICI01L]
O Attacked With WeaPONS. .. ...vvieeveeereeeereeeies e (1]
OOther.........ooovvvvvirieeieneeennn, How Often. . .cvecvvirerens | eeererennnnennn,
3. Have you ever been physically bullied by other students at your school so severely | vic3 [ ]
that you had to receive first aid or be admitted to hospital
( )1l Yes,........times ( )2.No
4. Who does the most physical bullying in your school? vic4 [ ]
() 1. Classmates () 2. Similar aged students from another classroom
() 3. Older students () 4. Younger students
() 5. Different school () 6. Other....covcverecrectrcrere et
5. How many students do most of the physical bulling in your school? .............. students | vic5[ ] [ ]
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For researches

6. Are the physical bullies mostly the same gang or same student? | vic6 [ ]
( ) LYes ( )2.No () 3. First time or Once only

7. Why were you physically bullied by other students? vic7 [ ]
() 1. Physically weaker () 2. Used to make enemy with other student(s)

() 3. Pay back or revenge () 4. Boyfriend or girlfriend
() S. Physical appearance or personality not liked

() 6. Other (SPECILY)..uecurereimeirerrernrerrrreernnsnisissrrssesresssensesisesnenssersessessessesssessasnsssssneses

8. How did you deal with being physically bullied? vic8 [ ]
() 1. Did not tell anyone/kept to self ( ) 2. Told someone
() 3. Take revenge at fist opportunity () 4. Foughtback
() 5. Other (SPECILY)..cccvirvrirerrerrinreereernirierisineriessressesseessesesssessessessesssessessaesasssessesses

9. Most of the time, who did you inform after being physically bullied? vicd [ ]
() 1. Never told anyone ( ) 2. Teacher () 3. Parent(s)
() 4. Friend(s) () S. Boyfriend or girlfriend
() 6. Other (Specific)......... —

10. When were you the victim of physical bullying? . vicl0 [ ]
( ) 1. Before school ( )2.Duringlessons ( ) 3. Atlunchtime
() 4. After school () 5. Other (SPECify)....cccernererrerrercrreresserererasennes

11. When the bullying happened, where did it occur? vicll [ ]
( ) 1. Classroom ( )2.Activityroom () 3. Athletics field
() 4. School toilets ( ) 5. School canteen .
() 6. An isolated area behind school () 7. Outside school
() 8. Other (SPECIfY)....ceemrrreericrrninirnenireerisesesiessessessesrensesessnsessessaessssassessesesseses

Part IV: Bullying (If item 1 and 2 answer No, end of questionnaire)

1. In the last semester (1 May to 31 October, 2006), have you ever physically bullied bullyl [
other students at your school (slapped, hit, kicked, punched, or weapons)?

( )L.No bullyl.1
()2 Yes,by O Slapped O Hit OKicked O Punched [I010I
O Attacked With WEBPODS..........0vreerirrnnnrrerenrriinnnnne (I0]
(@ X071 1 HOW Often.....covvrrenss | serereneerenen

2. In the last month (November, 2006), have you ever physically bullied other students | bully2 [
at your school (slapped, hit, kicked, punched, or weapons)?

( )L.No bully2.1

()2 Yes, by O Slapped O Hit OKicked O Punched LI010]T
O Attacked With Weapons...........ocecvvvnevrvnnneeerinn v (1]
OOther....ooovvviiieeiiiiiiiiicieeen, HOow Often. ...ovuirniens | roerreneenes

3. Who did you usually physical bully? bully [

( ) 1. Classmates () 2. Similar aged students from another classroom

() 3. Older students () 4. Younger students

() S5. Students from a different school ( ) 6. Other (Specify)......cc.ooovvvrvrnnnnnns
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For researcher

4. When you were physical bullying other students, most of time did were you? bullyd []
( ) 1. Alone ()2 With.eeenen... friend

5. Do you usually physically bully the same gang or same student? bullys [ ]
( )1 Yes ( )2.No () 3. First time or Once only

6. When do you physically bully? bully6 [ ]
() 1. Before school ( ) 2. During lessons () 3. At lunch time
() 4. After school ( ) 5. During holiday times

7. When you physical bully, where does it usually occur? bully7 [ ]
( ) l.Classroom () 2. Activitiesroom ( ) 3. Sports Stadium
()4 Toilets () S.Canteen () 6. Behind building
() 7.Outside school () 8. Other (SPecify)..cvvvirivnirririrrrireeeeneereseeen,

8. Why do you physically bully other students? bully8 ]
() 1. Physically weaker () 2.Used to make enemy with other student(s)
() 3. Persecuted () 4. Pay back or revenge
() S5. Provoked () 6. Physical appearance or personality not liked
() 7. Boyfriend or girlfriend () 8. Want to be accepted by peers
() 9. Other (SPECILY)......ecvrvrerrirerrrririreriesieeireieneseesesesec e eesesassesssesessessssssssessosseeses

9. After you physically bully, who do you tell? bully9 [ ]
() 1. Never told anyone () 2. Teacher () 3. Parent(s)
() 4. Friend(s) () 5. Boyfriend or girlfriend
() 6. Other (Specific)............ . OO

Thank you for filling in the form.
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PHYSICAL BULLYING AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
IN PATTANI PROVINCE

Boonyapat Yodprang
Metta Kuning
Nittaya McNeil
Department of Mathematics and Computer Science, Faculty of Science and Technology, Prince of Songkla

University, Pattani

Abstract

This study aimed to measure the prevalence of physical bullying and places where bullying occurs
among secondary school students in Pattani province, southern Thailand. A cross-sectional survey was
conducted among 244 students in grade 7-9. All participants were interviewed in December 2006 by researchers
located outside the schools. Questions on physical bullying referred to behavior during the preceding six
months. Overall, 77.0% of students reported having never been involved as either a bully or a victim. The
prevalence of physical bullying was found to be 18.5% (7.4% in the “bully” category plus 11.1% who were both
bully and victim). 4.5% were victims of physical bullying. More boys than girls indicated that they had used a
knife, gun or wooden weapons in their bullying while girls reported having bullied with a wooden weapon.
Most of the bullying took place in the rest room; males were more likely to be bullied outside the school. The

main reason for bullying was pay-back or revenge.

Key words  bullying, physical abuse, adolescents

1. Introduction

Violence and aggression in schools are a problem in many countries around the world. Physical
bullying occurs in all schools at all grade levels, although most frequently at the clementary level (Sampson,
2002). Bullying affects a substantial number of children and youth in all schools. Research on the prevalence
and location of bullying has occurred in diverse settings, including Australia, Canada, Italy, Portugal, the United
~ States, Scotland, South Africa, Turkey, Hong Kong, and Thailand. The prevalence of physical bullying of other
students among those aged 12-18 years has varied from as low as 8 percent in a sample of students in the United
States (DeVoe and Kaffenberger, 2005) to as high as 43.3 percent in a sample in Italy (Baladry and Farrington,
1999). A study in Hong Kong reported that 17.2 percent of a sample of secondary school students admitted
bullying other students at some time during the previous 6 months (Wong, 2004). In Thailand, Tapanya (2006)
reported that around 15 percent of students in southern Thailand had physically bullied others at some time

during the preceding 2 months from the interview. Results from the studies conducted in Rome, Italy, by
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Baladry and Farrington (1999) found that most of the bullying in secondary schools took place in the classroom.
Students were also bullied in corridors or in other parts of the schools such as in the toilets.

The present study aims to measure the prevalence of physical bullying and places where bullying
occurs among secondary school students in Pattani province, southern Thailand. A clear and simple definition
of physical bullying was stated, stressing the idea that bullying was not playful behaviour and that it causes
physical harm. The definition of physical bullying included slapping or hitting with the open hand, punching,

kicking and attacking with weapons.

2. Method
Participants

Sample size calculations were based on the main outcome variable, which was bullying. This calculation
assumed that the prevalence of physical bulling in Thailand was 15.1%, from Tapanya (2006). Thus, the sample
size was n = 244 and selection of participants was by convenience sampli‘ng..
Data Collection ‘

A cross-sectional survey was conducted amohg secondary school students in Pattani province. Verbal
consent to participate in the study was obtained from students after assurance of interview éonﬁdcntiality was
given. Before the students completed the surveys, the purpose of the survey was explained, giving assurance of
anonymity and stressing the importance of answering truthfully. All participants were interviewed in December
2006 by researchers located outside schools such as in front of the school, department store or market, The
interview took approximately 5-10 minutes to complete.

Measures

Questions on bullying referred to events in 2006 during either the last semester (1 May to 31 October,
2006) or during the last month (in November, 2006) preceding the interview. Students answered by checking
one or more responses, For example, to the question: During the last semester, have you ever physically bullied
other students at your school (slapped, hit, punched, kicked or attacked with weapons)? Possible responses were

‘no’ or ‘yes’. If *yes’, then use of a slap, hit, kick, punch, weapons or other was recorded, as well as the frequency.
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3. Results

Table 1  Characteristic of participants

Demographic All student Boys Girls
244(%) 118(%) 126(%)

Age group

- 12-13 years 90 (36.9) 424 31.7

- 14 years 154 (63.1) 57.6 68.3
Grade level

- Seven 531D 26.3 17.5

- Eight 101 (41.4) 44.9 38.1

- Nine 90 (36.9) 28.8 44.4
Ethnicity

- Thai 55(22.5) 27.1 18.3

- Malay 115(47.1) 415 52.4

- Chinese 74 (30.3) 314 29.4
Nature of bullying

- Uninvolved 188 (77.0) 74.6 79.4

- Bully 18(7.4) 5.1 9.5

- Victim 11(4.5) 6.8 24

= Bully-Victim 27 (11.1) 13.6 8.7

Table I shows the characteristics of participants. 51.6% of participants in this study were girls,
categorized into age groups: 12-13 years (36.9%) and 14 years or above (63.1%). With respect to grade level,
41.4% of the students were grade eight, 36.9% were grade nine and the rest were grade seven, More than one-
third (47.1%) were of Malay ethnicity, 30.3% were of Chinese ethnicity and the remainder were of Thai
ethnicity.

Most students (77.0%) reported that they had never been involved in physical bullying either as a
bully or a victim. 23% did report their involvement in physical bullying: 7.4% admitted that they had physically
bullied, 4.5% indicated being a victim at school and 11.1% reported that they had been both a bully and a victim.

Boys are more likely than girls to be victims of bullying situations (6.8% vs 2.4% respectively, for
being just a victim; 20.4% vs 11.1% respectively, for being both victim and bully). The ‘bully’ category
includes more girls than boys (9.5% compared to 5.1%, but this can be misleading if considered in isolation.
Other students reported being both a bully and a victim. Combining these categories it was found that 18.7% of
boys and 18.2% of girls reported that they héd physically bullied. Therefore, from their reporting, there scems to
be little difference between girl and boy students in the number of bullies, however, boys appear to be more

likely to be victims,
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Table 2 Physical bullying others during the last semester (1 May to 31 October, 2006) or during the last month

(in November, 2006)
Physical bullying All student Boys Girls
45(%) 22 (%) 23 (%)
Attacking weapons
- Never attacking 37(82.2) 72.7 91.3
- Knife, gun 3(6.7) 13.6 0.0
- Knife, wood 2(4.4) 9.1 0.0
- Wood 3(6.7) 4.5 8.7
Location
- Classroom 8(17.8) 13.6 21.7
- Rest room 16(35.6) 31.8 39.1
- Qutside school 14(31.1) 36.4 26.1
- Other 7(15.5) 18.2 13.1
Time
- Before School 2(4.4) 9.1 0
- During lessons S(1L.D 13.6 8.7
- At lunch time 12(26.7) 27.3 . 26.1
- After School 22(48.9) 40.9 56.5
- Setting time on holiday 4(8.9) 9.1 8.7
Reason
- Pay back or revenge 25(55.6) 54.5 56.5
- Provoked or Persecuted 11(24.4) 273 21.7
- Other 9(20.0) 18.2 21.7
Frequency
- Once or twice a month 9(20.0) 36.4 4.3
- Once or twice a term 22(48.9) 27.3 69.6
- Several times a term 14(31.1) 36.4 26.1

The use of a weapon in bullying is considered especially serious. Table 1 shows that approximately
18% of students reported having bullied others. Table 2 shows that approximately 27% of school boys in the
age group sampled reported having used a knife, gun or wooden weapons in their bullying (13.6% a gun or
knife). No girls reported using a knife or gun but 8.7% reported having bullied with a wooden weapon.

The data on location of bullying show that bullying was reported (by bullies) to have occurred mainly
in the ‘rest room’ (35.6%). The second and third most frequent places of bullying were ‘outside school’ (31.1%)
and the “classroom’ (17.8%). Few students reported having been bullied in other parts of the school such as the

activities room, sports stadium, or behind a building.
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Most of the students who were bullies reported bullying to have occurred mainly after school (48.9%).
The second and third most frequent time, in which students admitted having been bullies were at lunch time
(26.7%) and during lessons (11.1%). Both boy and girl bullies reported ‘after school’ as being the most likely
time for bullying to occur (40.9% of bullying by boys and 56.5% of bullying by girls).

When asked about “Why do you physically bully other students?”, the main reasons given for bullying
were ‘pay-back’ or ‘revenge’ (55.6%), and ‘provoked’ (24.4%).

Boys who were bullies were more likely than girls to report bullying more than two times a term
(36.4% and 26.1%, respectively). This evidence that they report doing this more frequently than do girls might

explain why boys were more likely to be victims.

4. Conclusion

The prevalence of physical bullying was found to be 18.5% (7.4% in the “bully” category plus 11.1%
who were both bully and victim). 4.5% were victims of physical bullying. Boys were more likely to be victim of .
physical bullying situations. Based on the interviews, girls were almost as likely as boys to do the bullying
(18.2% vs 18.7%). Approximately 27% of boys admitted having used a knife, gun or wooden weapons in their
bullying while girls reported having bullied with a wooden weapon (8.7%). Most of the bullying took place in

the rest room at the after school time. The main reason for bullying was pay-back or revenge.
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