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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the pattern of fertility in Southern Thailand and attempt to
account for varigtions in these patterns based on religion and east-west location. We
selected four provinces for study, two (one mostly Muslim and one mostly non-Muslim)
on each side of the peninsula. Data were obtained from birth certificates, aggregated by
month of birth, age of mother, and district of registration of birth from January 2002 to
December 2005, and female population resident counts were obtained from the 2000 Thai
Population and Housing Census. The age of mother was classified into 5-year age groups
and districts were classified into demographic regions according to east-west location and
percent of Muslim. Logistic regression was used td model the effects of age group, region
and period on the fertility in each 3-month quarter of a year. Overall, the total fertility rate
of the mother in both east and west regions where the percent Muslim was more than 80%
was higher than that in both east and west regions where the percent Muslim was less than
20% (2.1 and 1.9 in the west coast and 2.6 and 1.7 in the east coast). Muslim mothers on

the east coast had a higher fertility rate than those on the west coast (2.6 and 2.1).
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