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ABSTRACT

This study investigated English teachers’ views on the 2001 English language
curriculum, the implementation of the curriculum, the relationship between the policy
and practice, and problems obstructing the English language teaching. The study was
conducted in government secondary schools in educational regions 1, 2, and 3 in
Songkhla. The research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and observation
field-notes. All 156 English teachers who taught in Matthayomsuksa 4 and
Matthayomsuksa 5 in the academic year 2004 were asked to respond to the
questionnaire by indicating the extent of their support for the curriculum statements,
the extent of the perceived implementation, and the degree of seriousness of problems
obstructing the English language teaching. One hundred and forty questionnaires were
returned, representing 89.74 percent of the population. In addition, the investigator
observed 3 classes in three schools to reflect the curriculum statements in practice.

The combined results from the questionnaire and observation field-notes show
that English teachers in three educational regions in Songkhla highly support the 2001
English curriculum statements. The most highly supported curriculum statements
were related to the need to use English for seeking knowledge for other subjects from
a variety of sources, for furthering study and career, and for communication.

In practice, however, the teachers perceived the implementation of the
curriculum at moderate level. In addition, the relationship between the extent of
support for the curriculum and the extent of the perceived implementation of the
curriculum were significantly different--that is, the extent of implementation of the

curriculum was much lower than the degree of the teachers’ support for the
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curriculum. Thus, it can be said that there is a significant gap between the policy and
practice.

The results from this study also show that the teachers in Songkhla have
problems in English language teaching. The problems are related to the curriculum
itself, students’ language proficiency, the environment around school, support from
school or community, lack of teaching aids and learning resources. The most serious
problem is the influence of the university entrance examination. All these can be

considered as factors that widen the gap between policy and practice.
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