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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effects of students’ iook up behavior on their
acquisition and retention of English vocabulary. A CALL reading package which
provided a variety of lexical information to aid in word learning was designed as the
experimental instrument.

The subjects of the study were seventy-three first year students at Prince of
Songkla University who had attained an average score in their Foundation English I
course, and who were enrolled in Foundation English 1 at the time of the study.
Besides the CALL reading package, the instruments used for data collection were
immediate and delayed vocabulary tests, and a questionnaire on students’ attitudes
toward the provision of lexical information in the CALL reading package.

The subjects used the CALL reading package to develop reading
comprehension. After the reading treatment, immediate and delayed vocabulary tests
were administered to assess students' levels of acquisition and retention of vocabulary
words that they encountered in the CALL reading package. In addition, the subjects
filled out a questionnaire which asked for their attitudes towards the provision of
lexical information in the CALL reading package.

The findings of this study can be summarized as follows:

1. Students acquired an average of 63% of the tested words immediately after
the reading treatment, and retained an average of 20% of the words two weeks

afterward.



2. There was a positive relationship between the number of words looked up
and vocabulary acquisition, as well as between the number of words looked up and
vocabulary retention, despite weak correlations (r = .397, p < .01 for acquisition; r =
262, p < .05 for retention). Moreover, there was a weak correlation, though positive
relationship, between the frequency of looking ups and vocabulary acquisition, as
well as between the frequency of looking ups and vocabulary retention (r = .414, p <
.01 for acquisition; r = .280, p < .05 for retention).

3. Two types of look up behavior can be identified: L1 and L1+. L1 students
preferred looking up only the Thai translation of unfamiliar words, L1+ students
looked up Thai transiation as well as use related lexical information to learn words.
Results indicate no significant differences in vocabulary acquisition and retention
levels of L1 and L1+ students.

4, Students perceived that the provision of lexical information enhanced
vocabulary acquisition and retention. They felt that the CALL reading package

provided them with essential techniques for independent learning.



