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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate grammatical errors in
Foundation English I (FE I) written assignments made by students with high and low
English Entrance Examination (EEE) scores and to locate common grammatical
errors made by the two groups of students. The subjects were 30 first-year students
who had EEE scores between 34-74 and who were attending an FE 1 course in the
first semester of the academic year 2004 at Prince of Songkla University (PSU), Hat
Yai Campus. All of the subjects were distributed across the faculties to cover PSU
students. Fifteen students with high EEE scores were from three faculties which
principally consisted of students who had high EEE scores (71-74). The other 15
students who had low EEE scores were from seven faculties which were mainly
composed of students with low EEE scores (34-35). The number of subjects from
each faculty was allocated to proportionately represent the number of students of that
faculty.

The data in this study were collected from the students’ four FE I written
assignments throughout the first semester of the academic year 2004. The analysis
framework of this study covered 23 types of grammatical category. The findings of
the study are as follows:

1. Grammatical errors made by the students in this study were classified into
23 types ranging from sentence to word levels. The six types of errors occurring most
frequently were errors in incomplete sentences, nouns, agreement, spelling, tenses,
and articles. The types of grammatical errors with the highest frequency of occurrence
found in the written assignments of students with high EEE scores were, in

descending order of frequency, errors in agreement, followed by errors in incomplete
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sentences, nouns, articles, tenses and spelling. The most frequent types of errors made
by students with low EEE scores were, in descending order of frequency, errors in
incomplete sentences, followed by errors in nouns, spelling, agreement, tenses and
articles.

2. Grammatical errors that the two groups of students had in common included
six types: errors in incomplete sentences, tenses, agreement, nouns, articles, and
spelling. For errors in incomplete sentences, the students frequently made fragment
errors in ‘but’ and ‘when/while’ clauses and made errors in omission of verbs together
with object pronouns. Errors in tenses frequently found were errors in simple past
tense, mainly misuse of other tenses for simple past tense. Subject-verb agreement
and noun/pronoun-antecedent agreement were most problematic among errors in
agreement. Errors in nouns, particularly misuse of singular for plural nouns had a high
frequency of occurrence. The frequent types of errors in articles were omission of
indefinite (a, an) and definite (the) articles. There was no obvious pattern in spelling
errors; hence the majority of them could not be classified.

3. The possible major cause of errors in written work made by the students in
this study was mother tongue interference. Some errors might have been due to the
students’ inadequacy of knowledge, incomplete application of rules, false concept
hypothesized, ignorance of certain rules, and avoidance strategy. In addition, another

important cause of errors considered in this study was the students’ carelessness.
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