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Abstract

This comparative research focuses on sibling relationships in Thai and the
Grimms’ fairy tales. The analytical approaches employed in the interpretation are
folklorist, psychological and sociological.

There are altogether fifty-five fairy tales: seven Thai tales and forty-eight of
the Grimms’ counterparts, all having the protagonists with at least one sibling. It 15
found that forty-one of these tales reveal the youngest children as the protagonists,
whereas all the stepmothers and almost half of the elder siblings are the antagonists.
The stepmother is the arch-opponent who usually instigates a plot to destroy the
protagonist while some elder children may only want to obstruct him/her or support
their wicked mothers. However, some elder siblings are the protagonist’s supporters
or have no significant role. Genderwise, the female characters in both Thai and the
Grimms’ fairy tales are similar: besides being the wicked (step)mothers, or wicked
witches, they are oflen passive or victimized protagonists. This suggests a traditional
view on women as either “terrible” or weak. Yet, there exist a few relatively heroic
youngest sisters in the Grimms’ fairy tales that devote themselves to the difficult tasks
of rescuing their brothers. As a rule, male protagonists are mostly quest heroes who
bravely act: venturing and searching.

Regarding sibling relationships, there are ecqual numbers of negative
relationships and positive ones, and some insignificant relationships. This mirrors
sibling relationships in real life: rivalry, cooperation, and more or less indifference.

The eclectic analysis focuses on three main elements of the tales: theme and
motif, form, and characterization. It is found that the selected tales share common
themes and motifs. Two themes correspond to the folklore motifs of “The Reversal of

Fortune” (“The youngest sibling triumphs over the elder siblings” and “The selfish
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and greedy person will be finally punished™) and one theme, “Appearances arc
Deceptive”, corresponds to the motif of “Transformation™ Besides, two other
supplementary motifs are recurrent; “number” and “resurrection”.

Based on the formalistic theory, the tales are found to have three similar phases
of the protagonist’s life—initial situation, adventure and ending. The main differences
of the two groups of tales are that Thai tales have episodic plots, usually with a long
initial phase about the protagonist’s parents, unusual birth and childhood while the
Grimm brothers® tales are mostly shorter, and have only one conflict. Regarding
characterization, although the characters are flat, the psycho-sociological approaches
shed light on possible reasons why there are such recurrent patterns as the youngest-
child protagonist, the wicked stepmother, the parents’ vague roles especially the
father’s, as well as magical elderly helpers.

Although the Thai and the brothers Grimm’s tales differ in many respects,
maostly due to their social conditions, there are various similar patterns. With an

eclectic method of tale analysis, we can approach better understanding of these tales.
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