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Abstract

Human activities influencing the biodiversity were examined at five coastal peat
swamps (Mai-Khao, Jood, Jik, Jae-Son and Sra-Boua) in Phuket province during
November 1999 to February 2001. Qualitative samples were taken on a monthly basis
using a 26 pum plankton net, and some environmental parameters were measured. The
biodiversity of the peat swamps as indicated by Rotifera in class Monogononta was
assessed, and the important variables resulting rotifer communities were investigated.

A total of 133 rotifer species was identified. Of these, Dicranophoroides sp.
was a new record to the Oriental region and Harringia rousseleti was new to
Thailand. In addition, Chao2 was examined as the least bias nonparametric estimator
for estimating species richness in the five peat swamps. The highest species richness
was found in Jae-Son (137 species), followed by Jik (93 species), Mai-Khao (81
species), Jood (73 species) and Sra-Boua (56 species), respectively. Moreover,
Simpson diversity index showed that Jik (5.889) was the great diverse area, followed
by Jae-Son (3.444), Jood (3.115), Sra-Boua (2.960) and Mai-Khao (2.883),
respectively. With regard to complementarity using Jik, a pristine peat swamp, as a

reference, biotic distinctness was found to be highest at Sra-Boua (66%), a eutrophic
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area, followed by Mai-Khao (55%) and Jood (54%), brackish peat swamps and Jae-
Son (39%), a reservoir peat swamp, respectively. These results indicated that the
pristine swamps coﬁtained higher rotifer diversity than the disturbed areas, and human
activities around the peat swamps have exerted their influence on rotifer communities by
alterating the species composition.

Additionally, multivariate analysis revealed that the most significant variables
influencing different rotifer assemblage in the five peat swamps were salinity and
conductivity, followed by the degree of coverage of macrophyte, Chlorophyll a,
turbidity and nitrate, respectively. This result suggested that discharged seawater from
aquaculture had strong impact on the rotifer diversity decreasing and species
composition alteration.

Besides, in order to assess the recovery potential of rotifer communities after
disturbance, an experimental study on rotifer hatching was performed. The
experiment indicated that exposure time had a strong impact on the viability of resting
eggs, whereas the effect of exposure conditions appeared only after six months.
The finding demonstrated that resting eggs have life span. Therefore, the recovery
of rotifer communities from sediment egg banks in disturbed peat swamps can only be
effectively attained when restoration is implemented within a relatively short period atter

perturbation.
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