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ABSTRACT

This action research aimed to develop Islamic learning skills affected Islamic
behavior of Muslim risk youth in the three southern border provinces. Three phases
of the study were conducted. Phase 1 is a study of characteristics and causes of
unrighteous behaviors towards Islamic ways of Muslim risk youth using in-depth
interview and brainstorming. The data were analyzed inductively and presented
descriptively. Phase 2 is a study of Islamic learning methods affected Islamic
behaviors of risked Muslim youth using group discussion. The data were analyzed
inductively and presented descriptively, and Phase 3 is a study of results of Islamic
learning methods of risked Muslim youth using Islamic learning camp program
piloted to 45 Muslim risk youth. The data were quantitatively analyzed by means
score, percentage, standard deviation, and t-test.

The results revealed 5 characteristics of Muslim risk youth in the three
southern border provinces were found, that is 1) lack of awareness of self-
expression, 2) revealing identity in social media openly and inappropriately, 3)
behavior shown to family, 4) behavior shown in school, and 5) behavior shown in
public place. These characteristics were caused from these 6 reasons, these are 1)
changes of globalization, 2) failure of Islamic education system, 3) model of religious
and local leaders, 4) weakness of political economy in the community, 5) failure of
education system in the three southern border provinces, and 6) parenting.

Five activities were found in the Islamic learning camp program is a learning
method affected Muslim risk youth. That is, 1) introductory and familiarity, 2) review
of undesirable behavior in Islam, 3) Islam and life’s basis, 4) pillar of Islam, prayer

promotion, and 5) learning path of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
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The result of Islamic learning methods showed a significantly increase after
the implementation of Islamic learing camp program toward Muslim risk youth in

the three southern border provinces.
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1.2 nguns1eieuly (Conditioning Theory)
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Nasw agﬂl,i‘]uﬂgﬂm%‘wi’lﬁﬁaﬁ (Hergen Hahn, 1993 e1909luiAun LususNel 2550)
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8) nuitan sHuAuan I WIANAIU5ITNYIR (Law of Spontaneous
Recovery) namfla mMinauauesiiiAnaInnisadeulanas annsnifndulddn Tnslsides
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine challenges of Muslim youth development in Deep
South of Thailand using qualitative research methodology. The data were
collected from document analysis and three focus group discussions, a total of
22 participants, consisting of 1) 8 Muslim youth leaders in Yala, Pattani and
Narathiwat, 2) 8 academicians, 3) 6 workers related to child and juvenile
development. Inductive analysis was used to summarize the synthesis of
documents, while descriptive analysis was used describe the results of focus
group discussion.

The findings revealed that the challenges of Muslim youth development in
three southern border provinces are 1) the challenge in self-management of
Muslim leaders in term of time management, prioritizing, strategic and
theoretical thinking, decision making, and self-improvement toward society
change, 2) challenge in activity design focused on self-insistence and promoted
Muslim youth leaders in according to the 21 century learning, 3) challenge in
building new leaning environment and professionalship in the 21 century
Muslim youth development, and 4) challenge in comprehending behavior of the

generation and current moment.

Keywords: challenges, Muslim youth, 21°* century
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1. Introduction

In the era of transformation of science, technology, and innovation, modern
human and social developments are immobilizable. Holistic concept plays a
significant role for human developments living valuably in transformative era, which
are able to distinguish values and the way of life. Specifically, the growing
throughout the world in the 21 century is emphasized on distributing knowledge
throughout the g¢lobe for developing human to overcome innovational
transformation. While Thailand is in period of educational revolution for young
generation to have life skills under the merit and value in order to encounter the
problems, Muslim youth in the Southernmost of Thailand has still been faced with
the weakness of youth development system; that is, a lack of Islamic nurture
closely, lack of Islamic education, lack of interest in religious activities, neglicence of
Muslim leader toward Muslim youth [1]. This is supported by the study of Madreh
[2] revealed that Muslim leaders are unable to take care of Muslim youth in
accordance with Islamic ways due to a lack of understanding toward self-perceived
role, a lack of awareness and giving precedence to take care Muslim youth, lack of
experiences and skills to take care of Muslim youth, and lack of relationship
between Muslim leaders and youth.

These corrupt situations have spread into the development stream of
modern young generation so as they are unable to differentiate “merit” and
“material”. This reflects the failures of direction of development in the cyber era
that mainly focused on “materialism” rather than “spiritualism”. This also may
result of lack of understanding in the aspect of human being. Especially, the
development nowadays is based on merit system which may typically become a
cause of religious civilization to be a victim beneath the term “development”. This
is in line with National Economic and Social Development Plan No.11 stated that
‘Society has issues, the development is unsustainable’ [3].

Quality is required for development in Islam to answer the society on how
to build an idealistic Muslim for humankind and against extreme violence that
destroys Idealistic Muslim. However, distributing Islamic knowledge is in higher

education level, less in primary and secondary education levels. The aims of Islamic
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education are not only to produce intelligent scholars, but also to create a good
citizen of the world in order to balance materialism and spiritualism. According to
“Pattani Declaration” that gathering Muslim scholars around the world to Pattani,
Thailand, every two years to discuss the issues and find solution in according to
viewpoint of Islamic studies, in order to bring peace and harmony as well as
preserve rights and security and balancing the extreme beliefs and violence that
focusing on material rather than spirit, income rather than family’s value. Learning
culture and religion is not only factor bringing balance into society together, but also
integrating other sciences to look for right solution, such as medicine, economics,
engineering, and pneumatology, as well as aiming for excellence along with human
rights and security to bring peace, and explore and build Islamic image emphasizing
toward relationship between Muslim and non-Muslim. This are main priority of
Muslim society should pay attention to and concretely solve the problems [4].

Based on these circumstances, the needs of perception of trend for human
and social development are designed to explore new developmental approaches.
Those approaches are challenges for all parties, especially Muslim youth
development in three southern border provinces in order to improve their expected
Islamic behavior and a good world citizen.
2. Objective

The purpose of this study is to study challenges of Muslim youth
development in the three southern border provinces.
3. Methodology

3.1 Participants

Three groups of participants, a total of 22, were included in this study,
consisting of 8 Muslim youth leaders, 8 Muslim scholars, and 6 workers related to
juvenile and youth development in Narathiwat, Pattani, and Narathiwat.

3.2 Data Collections

This qualitative research collected different sources of data including
documentary analysis and focused group discussion on specific topics. In term of
discussion, moderator raised the issues and led participants to discuss and to come

up with ideas, opinions, and thought toward those topics.
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3.3 Data Analysis

Inductive analysis was used to analyze the results from documentary and
focused group discussion, and descriptive analysis was used to present the results of
the analysis.

4. Results and Discussion

Based on current situation of efforts seeking for and applying Islamic value
harmonized with Muslim youth development process in the three southern border
provinces as Muslim majority with multicultural whereas racial conflict could be
factor causing such behaviors previously mentioned, this present study of challenges
for Muslim youth development in three southern border provinces expected that
the knowledge buried inside the target groups would be assets to encounter with
current challenges. The results were concluded as follows;

4.1 Challenge in self-management improvement of Muslim leaders
towards time management, prioritization, strategic and theoretical thinking,
decision making, and self-development into changing society

While community movements toward psychological, cognitive, and spiritual
developments rely on leaders, Islam gives precedence to learning development and
leadership cognitively and religiously. The Holy Al-Qur’an’s verse asserts the role of
Muslim leaders as “Believers! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those from
among you who are invested with authority” (An-Nisa: 59). Becoming a leader
comprised of various aspects and qualifications. However, in the present era of
relationship between Muslim and Islam is weak, the study found that many new
leaders do not pay attention on management, neglect their own duty, lack of
visions, even if Muslimship is ignored in some Muslim communities. Drug addiction
and pre-marriage pregnancy are obvious evidence indicating the debilitation of the
communities. These claims are supported in accordance with response of a
participant stated that;

“Nowadays, we have opportunity in Muslim youth development. It is
because the government pays attention and support in term of
budget to solve unrest situation. However, among this opportunity,

there are some crises we have faced, such as unprofessional and
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unknowledgeable of local leaders, mostly they come for authority
purposes and/or bringing family to lead which could impact
inaccessibly on administration. Additionally, the local governance is
not consistent with changing world, that is, it is governed by elderly
while religious leaders still have problem politically. In fact, they

should distinguish and be a good example to us”.

This can be inferred that the present Muslim leaders are necessarily require
to improve their leadership and give priority to community development, especially
youth development. In fact, Muslim leaders should truly apprehend their duties and
responsibilities, perform their duties with full of strength, become leadership with
passion, be able to guide to good deed, as well as improve oneself to be a better
leader for common interest [5].

Furthermore, Muslim leaders do not only require to improve their skills and
knowledge on related work, but also to develop ‘soft-skills’ to be readily accessible
to develop Muslim youth among the factors increasingly and rapidly change. Those
skills are necessary and significance, particularly in the 21% century. Studies on
modern leadership theory in the 21 century are categorized into different aspects.
Such aspects are servant leadership, spiritual leadership, ethical leadership, super
leadership, self-leadership, and authentic leadership. The theory were excluded in
the era of 21°" century are power and influence leadership, behavioral leadership,
transactional leadership, charismatic leadership, and transformational leadership[6],

which emphasize on authority that unable to reach the heart of true development.

4.2. Challenge in activities design for Muslim youth development
focused on self-insistence and the role of Muslim leaders promoted in
accordance with the 21 century learning

The world in the 21 century has moved forward with innovation that could
link the world together and transmitted information into different continents in a
short period. These could lead to transformation of world allowing human become

main resources of the world they could learn and be learned. According to verse of
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Surah Al-Alaqg revealed that “Read (Proclaim!) In the Name of your Lord Who
created". This verse is covered every dimension of education. Unquestionably,
the 21% century learning skills that has been developed world citizens to apply
their knowledge and skills include these four skills, 1) core subject’s skill, 2) life
and professional skills, 3) information skill, and 4) learning and innovation skills
that related to communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking.
These skills are main factor for the survival of human and society. According to
response of target group asserting that

“Since the world has changed, the thing that | want to see is the

development of thoughts of Muslim youth developers who have skills

in organizing activities and articulate Islamic identity with concrete

process. For example, a camp or workshop organized by government

or private agencies which should pay attention to Islamic prayer or

teaching how to pray. Adult mostly thought that we are too young. In

fact, knowledge and skills should be developed according the
changing world”.

This point of view is in line with a part of a book ‘learning Methods for
Students in the 21°' Century’ by Panich [7] affirmed that;

“Education in the 21" Century has to prepare a person to be
knowledgeable worker and learning person regardless of jobs in this

era, and to be ready to learn and use knowledge even though they

are a farmer. So, the most important skill in the 21°" century is

learning skills”.

It can be summed up that the challenges in designing activities for Muslim
youth development nowadays should not be as traditional approaches, rather
emphasizing on learning for self-insistence and integrating into the life style.
Moreover, the leaders who have roles for Muslim youth development should be
trained according to learning skills in the 21°' century, so that they are able to

develop the society as current changing society.
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4.3. Challenge in building new learning environment and
professionalship in developing youth in the 21st century

Muslim youth development in the 21° century must be flexible, creative,

challenged, and complicated, that is the development for transformation. Providing
education based on Bloom’s taxonomy of learning could be changed as it
emphasizes on higher order learning skills, especially evaluating skills, it will be
replaced by ability to use new knowledge in a creative way.
In the previous system of education, learners had gone to school expecting grades
and graduation. New phenomena have occurred nowadays that they expect
education for life and lifelong learning with flexibility in how to teach to become
resourceful learners. Therefore, developing Muslim youth must be integrated with
current phenomena of learning to become respectful world citizen, which could not
only preach Islam in the mosque or weekend school ‘Tadika’. According to
statement of target group asserted that;

“When the world is unstoppably covered with various developments,

learning reform around the world has also been progressing. Muslims

must develop as well. However, the most important thing is that

Muslim must be able to hold Islamic notion in this transformative

world”

This indicates that the current learning transformation emphasizes on critical
attributes, interdisciplinary, project-based, and research driven linking community,
region, nation, and world together. In some cases, youth are able to cooperate with
different kind of projects around the world that focused on advance thinking,
multiple intelligence, technology and multimedia, basic concept of 21 century
learning, and authentic assessment. Consequently, Muslim youth are expecting to
change perspective from traditional paradigm into new paradigm, and combine
Islamic and reality world as learning center improving skills and perception. These
are challenges of new learning environment and professionalship in Muslim youth

development in the 21 century.
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4.4. Challenge in understanding within generation and present moment
which are significant in Muslim youth development

When the government agencies give priority with reforming economic, social,
and politic as well as economic structure to advance digital economy or new
technology and enhance capacity of competitiveness, as well as Thai society
nowadays has distinguish values, opinions and perspective, their life styles have
rapidly changed along with digital technology development. This is in line with
Einstein’s notion “Imagination is More Important than Knowledge”. As the advanced
technology has continuously developed and driven digital natives, a knowledgeable
one on their field without imagination and vision will not produce new invention.
According to the response of target group on perception toward Generation Z that;

“Challenges of generation who will perform to solve, enhance, and
develop Muslim youth are that they must have distinguished methods,
particularly, in term of evolution, synthesis, and reapplication. New
thinking is derived from previous thought and experiences and enhance
with cumulative step-by-step procedure. Then, synthesize those
thoughts into new thinking. For instance, making Kolae Boat, it should
not be only drawn lined pattern, but also make into stereograph
design in order to add value of the product in the cyber era. Then,
reapply old thinking into the new one and preserve its value, such as

previous method of promotion of stop smoking campaign is just a

parade, but now new method has been invented, that is, gathering the

risk youth of addiction to do workshop or visiting drug addicts. This will
allow the youth to learn and connect to real life”

This opinion is supported by the book “Rethinking the Future” which
presented point of view of world experts in the field of management indicating the
term ‘rethinking’ as a part of new paradigm and interestingly concluded that the
new thinking for success in the future is to rethinking the principle, recognizing it
different aspects, rethinking to control its complication, considering its organization
and management for the 21 century, centralizing its need to challenge traditional

hypothesis. For instance, some Muslims in the past forbid their children to cut their
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nails at night because it is sinful. In fact, there was no light in past and they was
afraid to cut their skin. Now, the world has moved forward into new era of teaching.
The teaching will reasonably differentiate and analyze the fact and rethinking for the
future.

In term of transformation in the business and society, natural movement,
global economic competition, and scientific discovery has transformed point of
views into the 21% century leaming. So, comprehension of the behavior of the
generation and present moment is another challenge of Muslim youth development
[8]. Those changes are not different from Islamic teaching as a verse of Prophet
Muhammad, Peace Be Upon Him (PBUH) “He who innovates something that is not in
agreement with our matter (religion), will have it rejected.” Therefore, the challenge
of comprehension of Muslim youth behavior within generation and present moment
must not be innovated that will destroy teaching of Islam. Thus, Muslim youth
developers must have a strong Islamic belief to guide into the right paths.

In conclusion, the study of challenges of Muslim youth development in the
21 century in the three southern border provinces gives priority on the challenges
in self-management of Muslim leaders towards time management, prioritization,
strategic and theoretical thinking, decision making, and self-improvement to meet
specification of society change, which include various qualifications. Particularly, the
Muslim leader should have known their roles and true authority, performing with
full of energy, leading with spirit, becoming social model, developing to reach high
level of dharma principal, reconciling paradigm, and learning other field of study. In
order to become capable leaders, “soft-skills” is also need to improve their abilities
in developing Muslim youth.

Furthermore, challenge of designing activities in developing Muslim youth
that must not be as traditional approach, rather to conduct learning for self-
insistence. So, the role of leaders for Muslim youth development, even though a
farmer, must be enhanced their skills in the 21 century. Another challenge is
building new learning environment and professionalship in the 21% century of
Muslim youth development which will change perspectives from traditional

paradigm into new paradigm and centralize learning with in-depth process. In
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addition, the last challenge is Muslim youth developers must comprehend behavior
of within generation and current moment with new paradigm which is not against
Islamic teaching and the path of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

5. Recommendations

In order to make use based on the findings, some recommendations for
application include:

1. Policy application for developing local leaders’ attribute or juvenile and
youth developers who are knowledgeable and skillful with 21 century’s skills that
can be challenges for Youth development in three southern border provinces.

2. Inventing the challenges of the findings for guidance and making decision
in juvenile and youth development in the area in accordance with the reality in the
transformative world

Recommendation for further study is that the challenge of above study
should be taken into practice to find out the success of implementing those
challenges with proper measurement and evaluation, in order to design the success
of Muslim youth development in three southern border provinces using qualitative

method and academic accuracy.
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Abstract

This study was aimed to investigate the causes of behavior against Islamic
ways among risk Muslim youth in the three Southern border provinces, Narathiwat,
Yala and Pattani. Data of this qualitative study were collected by interview. The
study found that factors caused the change of behavior among Muslim youth were
the changes of globalization, parenting, weakness of the educational administration
system in the three southern border provinces, effectiveness of local leaders,
unsatisfactory as role model of religious and local leaders, and the weakness of
Qur’anic learning management. These causes are the results of the changes of
behavior against Muslim ways of Muslim youth in the three Southern border

provinces.
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Istamic Learning Model for Islamic Behavior Development of Risky

Muslim Youth in Three Southern Border Provinces

Abdullah Chelong! Kasetchai Leaheem?
Ph.d. (Candidate), Human and Social Development, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Prince of Songkla University*
Associate Professor Dr., Department of Educational Foundation, Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Prince of Songkla University?

Abstract

This research aims to study the Islamic learning approaches that affect the
Islamic behavior of Muslim youth in the three provinces using qualitative research
methods, documentary analysis and focus group discussion. Data from two focus
group discussions, 8 Muslim youth leaders in the three southern provinces and 8
Muslim leaders, are presented in descriptive analysis. The research found that the
Holy Qur'an and the verse of the Prophet Muhammad (al-Hadith) are the
fundamental of Islamic learning with AKHLAQ (Principles of Ethics), IBADAH
(Principles of Integrity), SHA’RIAH (Principles of Islam), AKIDAH (Principles of Faith),
and IHSAN (Excellence) as ways to life. Promoting Muslim youth learing in all
dimensions with self-management and self-control under Islamic concepts, and
having methods of religious activities using community and family as learning
reinforcement empower the Islamic learning approaches that affect Islamic behavior

of Muslim youth in risky areas in three provinces, southern Thailand.

Keywords: Islamic learning, Muslim youth, Three Southern border provinces.
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