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Thesis Title The Role of Father and Mother Characters
in Prathomsuksa 1-3 Thai Literary Textbooks

Author Miss Pornnapa Ingsatitanavan
Major Program Thai and Applied Thai
Academic Year 2022

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to examine the roles of father and mother
characters in the Language for Life, Pasa Patee Series of the Prathomsuksa 1-3 Thai
Literary Textbooks. The research’s scope was on the roles of the father and mother
characters in 40 stories narrated in the textbooks provided by the Office of the Basic
Education Commission (OBEC), the Ministry of Education. Documentary research was
employed, and the data were represented in the form of descriptive analysis.

According to the results, the textbooks present parental roles through the
father and mother characters in three areas: 1) the family area in which the father and
mother characters are role models for young people to be good Thai citizens, that is,
to help society and act following democratic principles; 2) the society area in which
the father and mother characters are role models for young people to choose a good
occupation; 3) the father and mother characters as role models for young people to
be good family members. The father character, in particular, is depicted as the family
leader, whereas the mother character takes care of the family. Additionally, the father
and mother characters act as educators of their family, and their roles are undoubtedly
consistent with society’s desirable characteristics.

Not only do the textbooks reveal the fascinating parental roles through the
father and mother characters, but they also incorporate interesting presentation
strategies of the content, which is in form of Thai poetry and idioms to arouse
Prathomsuksa 1-3 students’ interest, and of some ideological subsets. Regarding the

ideological subsets, the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy is incorporated into the



textbooks for students to apply to daily living, whereas the knowledge of love and
unity is linked to the desirable characteristics discovered by the researcher. Moreover,
the textbooks instill a set of ideas of respect and love for the monarchy, which is the
heart of the Thai people, in the Prathomsuksa 1-3 students so that they love, respect,
and adopt a democratic regime of government with the King as Head of State.

The benefits of this research indeed reflect society’s expectations of the
desirable characteristics of the father and mother characters as role models for young
learners. As part of the government’s aim, the textbooks pass on significant ideologies
and a guideline to encourage the Prathomsuksa 1-3 students to apply them in the

authentic context of living appropriately in Thai society.

Keywords: duties, roles of the father and mother characters, Thai literary textbooks
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Abstract

In this article, the researcher saw the development of youths in early primary education as a
significant issue in consideration of Thai textbooks used as a guideline for nurturing the behaviors and
thinking of young people. Through these textbooks, young people recognize the good meanings of the roles
of parents, who then become their role models. Given the significance of the textbooks, the objective of
this study was to examine early primary education Thai textbooks that define the roles of parents for them
to become exemplary role models for young people. The scope of the study was about parental roles in
the early primary education PasaPatee Thai textbooks prepared by the Office of the Basic Education
Commission (OBEC), the Ministry of Education. Documentary research method and descriptive analysis were
employed and conducted in this study. The results revealed that the textbooks provided the presentation
of parental roles in three areas: parental roles in preparing young people to possess good citizenship,
parental roles in choosing a good occupation, parental roles in being good family members. The roles and
responsibilities of parents in the textbooks are apparently in the corresponding direction according to
desirable characteristics that society expects. In addition, it is confirmed that the textbooks can be used as
a guideline for nurturing young people to exhibit desirable characteristics to be good citizens according to

the goals of the government and can be applied to living a life in the right way, and suitably in Thai society.

Keywords: Meanings, Parental Roles, Thai Textbooks
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