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Thesis Title Contemporary Islamic Education in Liberia

Author Mr. Omar Kalifa Fofana
Major Program Muslim Studies
Academic Year 2018

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to identify the current reality of
‘Islamic education in Liberia Monrovia and problems that face it goals, the
studied illustrated the geography of Liberia and the historical dimensions,
social, economic, religious, and its impact on Islamic education. The
researcher used descriptive analytical field study, the research found that
Liberia’s Islamic schools are lacked of standardized curriculum, adding to
the financial problems, insufficient school materials such as the text
books etc. as well as the lack of training centers for teachers and officials,
which led to the ineffectiveness of the curriculum and lack of students’
desire towards Islamic education and low standard in Arabic language.
Therefore I expect this research should affect Islamic education in West

Africa as a whole especially Liberia.
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APAEHUNC R VIRV SIWREE RN

ASE ‘é\h& Jh..'b L}\Q}u Jy‘ﬂ dnal>
PRINCE OF SONGKLA UNIVERSITY
Pattani Campus, Thailand

This research aims to explore some of the current problems in
the field of Islamic education in Liberia and propose some possible
solutions. For the important of your opinion and experience in this field, I
would let participate in answering this questionnaire items. Thank you for

your cooperation and participation.

It is divided in to 5 sections:

1- Problems of means.

2- Problems of environment.

3- Problems of administration.

4- Problems of School curriculum.

5- Problems’ Solution.
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Personal information:

- Male Age?

— Female

- 2orless Than 2 ye

- 2—7 years Years of experience in
education

— 8ormoret

- Teacher

- Administrator Professional

— Others

- 19 year

- 25-20 years Age

26 years or above
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Questions and their Solutions:

Strongly

agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly

disagree

Phrases

Problems of the

. means.

Weak support from
government to Islamic

schools.

Lack of tools and means for

Islamic Schools.

There is no Islamic library.

Adoption of School owners
on aid coming from Islamic

countries.

Low teachers’ salaries and

delaying payment.

Problems of the

environment.

Muslims minority in Liberia.

The dominance of English

language on public life.

Fewer students in Islamic

education.

Weak support from Muislim

Council to Islamic schools.

Lack of desire of Students in

Islamic education.

Problems of

administration




160

Strongly

agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly

disagree

Phrases

Poor standard of students in

Arabic language

Lack of proper Islamic

uniform.

Fewer teachers in Islamic

education.

Few activities in Islamic

school.

Weak Islamic school

teachers training.

Problems of school

curricula.

Poor school curricula

The curriculums in Islamic
schools are different from

each other's.

Mixing languages in

education.

Some Islamic schools are
dependent of the

Government curriculum.

The curricular does not
match the daily life

development.
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Strongly

agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly

disagree

Phrases

Problems’ solutions

Schools should adopt
themselves before seeking

help from outside world

Create a school endowment

and investing.

Joining the efforts of
Muslims and their
cooperation in order to

promote Islamic education.

Religious values and
personal development in

school administration.

Training and qualification of
workers in Islamic

education.

Religious values and
personal development in

school administration.

Employing specialists in

curriculum development.

Intensify Students activities.

Thank you for your contribution.

0066924191680

Omarfofanal989@gmail.com
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Berkley center for religion, peace and world Affairs,
Georgetown University. Religion and conflict, case study
series. August 2013.

Liberia: America’s footprint in Africa, making the cultural,
social, and political connections. By, Jesse N. Mongrue, M. Ed.
Factors to the Liberian National conflict: views of the Liberian
expatriates. By, Dr. Samuel K. Ngaima Sr.

Liberians An introduction to their History and culture, By,
Robin Dunn- Marcos, Bernard Ngovo, and Emily Russ. Editor.
Donald A. Ranard. April 2005.

WHAT ROLE FOR ETHNICITY? POLITICAL BEHAVIOR
AND MOBILIZATION IN POST-CONFLICT SIERRA
LEONE AND LIBERIA, by Fodei Joseph Batty, A Dissertation
Submitted to the Faculty of The Graduate College in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy Department of Political Science Advisor: Jim
Butterfield, Ph.D., Western Michigan University Kalamazoo,
Michigan May 2010.

Religion and Conflict Case Study Series Liberia: Religious
Leaders, Peacemaking, and the First Liberian Civil War ©
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs.
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Thesis Title Islamic Education in Liberia
Author Mr. Omar Kalifa Fofana
Major Program Islamic Studies
Acadamic year 2018

Abstract.

The purpose of this study is to identify the current reality of
Islamic education in Liberia Monrovia and problems that face it goals, the
studied illustrated the geography of Liberia and the historical dimensions,
social, economic, religious, and its impact on Islamic education. The
researcher used descriptive analytical field study, the research found that
Liberia’s Islamic schools are lacked of standardized curriculum, adding to
the financial problems, insufficient school materials such as the text
books etc. as well as the lack of training centers for teachers and officials,
which led to the ineffectiveness of the curriculum and lack of students’
desire towards Islamic education and low standard in Arabic language.
Therefore I expect this research should affect Islamic education in West

Africa as a whole especially Liberia.

Keywords: Contemporary Islamic Education in Liberia
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Introduction

Geographically, Liberia’s neighboring have Muslim majority
which greatly influenced the status of Islam and its’ education system.
The historical back ground betWeen Liberia and its neighbors indicates
similar, religious, socio economic and political dimensions, and their
impact on Islamic education. The purpose of this study is to identify the
current reality of Islamic education and the obstacles to achieve these
goals. The current study applies descriptive analysis to describe data
collected from 140 respondents in Liberia to determine the causes of low

standard of Islamic education.

Islamic education in various domains of life is a useful tool that

helps to facilitate human progress towards its goals.

In countries where Islamic education gained prominence, saw a
golden age of success in academic fields like science, medicine,

geography etc. as such, leave an inerasable mark in human history.

Islamic education in any society is vital in building and
preserving human ideals and spiritual wellbeing. This is vividly expressed

in the first verses of surah Alaq (the blood).

Through Islamic education, man is endowed with the knowledge

about his lord, his commandments and the Sunnah of his messenger.

Islamic education is a source of human self-realization towards
his Lord, his purpose on earth and his ultimate goal of success in the next
life. From this understanding, the whole society can easily be transformed
into an ideal Islamic society, example Timbuktu, Jenny, Borno and

Marakesh were among models of Islamic education of the past.
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However, the present situation of Islamic education in West

Africa has dropped significantly, particularly Liberia.

Objectives of the study:
This research is purposely to look into:

1. Problems of Islamic education in Liberia.
2. The importance of Islamic education in every society.
3. The link between the development of Islamic education

and the spread of Islam.

4. Islamic education a means to raise awareness of Muslims
in West Africa.
5. The role of Muslim scholars to encourage Islamic

education in the country.

Statement of the problems:
As mentioned above, problem of Islamic education in West

Africa and Liberia as a case study has been an outcome of colonial
impact which continues to this day. This is very clear as Liberia is a
Muslim minority country.

Research questions:
The main research questions are as follows:

1.  What is the reality of Islamic education in Liberia and its
progress the manifestations of his development?

2. What are the problems facing Islamic education in Liberia
and the possible solutions from a practical view point of

the study?
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Literature review
Through brief thesis, scientific conferences and the Internet, the

researcher did not find a detailed study which directly addresses Islamic
education in Liberia. However, there are studies that are relevant to this
topic, Islamic education in Liberia.

To African research Center for research and African Study,
International University of Africa, Khartoum 2000.

According to M'Backe Khadem in his research ‘Islamic
education in Senegal’ presented a brief history of Islam in Senegal,
Islamic education throughout the country and its surroundings across
different eras. He also spoke about the Arab-Islamic education
institutions of traditional and modermn Books, courses, curricular,

similarities and differences between them.

In his conclusion, he recommended to the Ministry of Education
to improve the relationship between Islamic education institutions and

other State institutions.

However, this research will focus on the reality of Islamic

education in Liberia.

Similarly, a study entitled: (Women and Islamic education in
Africa, Nigeria model) researcher: Mohamed Saad, fourth master, in

2014.

This study examined women's Islamic education in most
Muslim societies in West Africa who are unable to afford women

education and their social perception towards Islamic education.
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These obstacles attach no significance to women’s Islamic
education. However, the researcher emphasizes the importance of women
education in Islam, particularly in Nigeria. While this study speaks about

Islamic education in Liberia.

Study entitled: (Islamic school curriculum issues with French
speaking West African country: the case of Senegal) researcher: Basher
Abdul Bashir, letter high diploma, University of Africa, world in
2005.Furthermore, a Study conducted on the reality of Islamic education
in French-speaking West African country like Senegal, and concentrated
on the Islamic education and its curriculum. The research used historical
and descriptive analytical method, data collected through Interviews,
observation and questionnaires, aimed at Clarifying the fact of Islamic
incorporating Islamic education curricula in secondary schools in
Senegal, which attracted the attention of donors and Islamic organization
towards this issue. By region, the study finds shortcomings in the
curriculum of Islamic schools in Senegal to meet its goals.

Owing to the poor teachers qualifications and ineffectiveness of
teaching methods and the incompatibility with educational philosophy
prevailing in Senegalese society in contrast with Islamic education goals.
The absence of effective educational administration, poor funding,
teaching materials and technical assistance to the Islamic curriculum

reform.

This research has commissioned Senegal’s attention to teacher
training, provision of grants for teachers and students alike ih Islamic

educational disciplines.
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In the same vein, a study entitled (Allowing Islamic education
system analysis in Mali from 1946 — 2006) by Abdul Rahman Abdul
Allah Sissy, scientific research, Professor of curriculum and methods

Teaching Arabic in high school to form professors, Bamako-Mali.

This study examined the scientific reality of current education
in Islamic schools and curriculum with scientific content analysis whose
objectives according to contemporary Islamic society, is to fulfill and
diagnose weaknesses and strengths in order to draw new plans and

strategies to develop the system.

From the same stand point, a study entitled: Muslim minority
education problems in Kenya, the causes and remedies, whose author is
Hassan bin Abdul Allah Hassan Alzrki Al-Qarmni, .Department of
psychology, Faculty of education and Arts-University of Tabuk. |

This study dealt with the Islamic educational problems of the
Muslim minority in Kenya and ways to solve them. The descriptive

method was used. The research reached the following:

1.  The Muslim minority in Kenya has political, economic
and religious conditions, as well as its missionary
challenges, weak Islamic identity, lack of material
resources and lack of attention to women’s Islamic
education.

2. The work of the education offices to guide and contribute
to the increase of the Islamic schools in Kenya, teachers
and Islamic books which help the Muslim minority to

understand Islam.
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A study entitled (Arab-Islamic education in West Africa
from the 8th century to 10th century the Muslim) researched by:
Bah Aminah and bardad Kalthoum. Evocative for graduated
masters in history, University of Djilali Bounaama, Faculty of
human and social sciences, Department of Humanities, Division of |
history, year 2016. '

This study examined the Arab-Islamic education in West Africa
and the cultural role of the Islam as an extension of the Islamic
world; in addition to the importance of Islamic education in West
Africa it discusses the impact of changing social status of African.
The study also indicates the economic and political conditions and
their contribution to Islam education.

The factors that have contributed to the prosperity of the Arabic
education

Prevalence and impact in West Africa. However, this current study
differed from the previous research study because it focusing on
Islamic education in Liberia whiles the previous study focusing on

the Islamic education in West Africa in general.

A study entitled (the efforts of scholars in spreading the
Islamic faith in Ivory coast, Mahama Watara as a model)
researched by Mahmoud Soro, paper presented in master’s degree
program, Kingdom of Morocco, Ministry of higher education and
scientific research and training. University of Al-Karaouine,

Faculty of theology. The year 2015.
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The Study focusing on how the efforts of scholars reflected to
spreading of Islamic faith and belief in the Republic of Cote
d'Ivoire.

The study shows the establishment of Islamic schools and prayer
mosques,

the previous research showed that there is a peaceful coexistence
in Cote d'Ivoire between Muslims and Christians, Islamic tolerance
for non-Muslims, including Christians.

The compatibility between these two papers, the both touched on
Islamic education in West Africa, they differed from each in term
of their limitation. First research focused on Islamic education in
Cote d'Tvoire and current research focused on Islamic education in
Liberia. |

A study entitled (Islamic education in the Republic of Sierra

Leone) researcher by: Dawood Mohamed Dabo, graduation research,

Islamic University of Medina, major of Da'wa and the origins of religion,

Islamic education in 2015.

This study examined Islamic education in the Republic of Sierra Leone. It

indicates the time of spreading the Islamic religion in the country and

methods that helped to spread the Islam; it indicates as well the reality of

Islamic educational system in Sierra Leone and the challenges that facing

it. The researcher used the descriptive method, the two researches

focusing on Islamic education, whereby they differed each other in term

of place.
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A study entitled (The problems of Islamic education
problems in Codte d'Ivoire: research by Bamba Yusuf, paper
presented for the doctor degree, International University of Africa,
College of education, in 2002.

The study introduces the geography of Cote d'Ivoire and illustrated

the historical matters in Ivory Coast, social, economic dimensions

and religious. and focused on colonial policy and its impact on
Islamic education, the purpose of the previous studied was to
identify the current reality of Islamic education and problems that
facing, the study, used the descriptive and data collection through
questionnaire, interview and observation, and the study also found
that the Muslim religion is the first divine religion known by the
people in the country through the traders in the region. The roots
of Islamic education problem associated with the beginning of the
French colonization of the West African regions. The study
indicated that Islamic schools are lack of good curriculum, adding
to the financial problems, and the acute shortage of teachers
trained educationally and professionally, the both study focuses on
the Islamic education, but it differed by the search limitation,
previous studies takes place in Ivory coast and the current study

addressed the dealt of Islamic education in Liberia.

A study entitled (problems of the educational system in
Guinea) researched by Malik Baldy, the Islamic University of
Medina, Faculty of theology, graduate research advocacy, in 2013.
The study indicated that Guinea Conakry has three political

regimes which had a significant impact on education in General,
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especially Islamic education. These three types are: the Socialist
system after colonization and continued twenty-six years, followed
by the military regime, which began in the first quarter of the year
1984-1994 Followed by the democratic system which has
prevailed the economy problems. This has seen an economic
recovery liberty.

The previous study introduced the Islamic education in
Guinea while the current study discuss on Islamic education in

Liberna.

(Discussion)

The discussion of the stady based on following:

1. The reality of Islamic education in Liberia and the
achievement of this development.

2. Exploring the problems facing Islamic education and
the possible solutions from the point of view of
respondents.

3. The aims of the research is to clarify the role of

Islamic education in Libena.

Scope and the limitation of the study:

1. The scope of this research can be determined by the
following elements:

2. Objectives of this research: Focus is on Islamic education
in the Republic of Liberia.

3. Area of research: The focus is on the Republic of Liberia.
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Research Methodology:

The researcher followed the following approaches: descriptive

and analytical approach.

Descriptive approach: Is the method of research that helps the
researcher to collect information directly from achieves and find out the

reasons for the impact of the phenomenon studied.

Analytical Approach: The researcher uses it to study and
analyze the information and facts obtained through research and study

that takes place in the office in quantitative form.

Results

The results revealed four main problems associated with the low
standard of Islamic education in Liberia. These problems include the
social, curriculum, administrative and the availability of resources.

In order to minimize these problem, stakeholders must see to it that,
Muslims who are in minority, will join their efforts and cooperation to
promote Islamic education. Also, Islamic schools should employ
specialists in curricula development to build suitable curricula to enhance
positive development of students. Furthermore, religious values and
personal development in school administration must be encouraged.
Management must employ teachers who have good Islamic morals in the
training of students. Muslim Schools should depend on themselves for
infrastructure before seeking help from the government and outside

world.
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Recommendation

My rcommendation of this research can be illustrated by the following
elements: |

1. The Muslims in the State of Liberia need to develop their Islamic
culture.

2. Muslim people should Join their efforts and cooperation in order to
promote Islamic education.

3. Religious values and personal development in school administration.

4. Employing specialists in curriculum development.

5. Intensify Students activities.
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