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Thesis Title = Farmers' Perception and Program Outcomes Regarding
the Supportable Production Project Under the Production
System Program.

Author Mr. Somchai Visantapong

Major Program Agricultural Development

Academic Year 1996

Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate (1) social and economic
.characteristics of farmers who joined the Supportable Production Project (2}
farmers’ perceptions and attitudes towards the project (3) levels of participation
and farm operation under the projeét (4) outcomes under the project and (5)
associated problems and recommended solutions

The field survey was assigned.  Stratified random sampling was
employed for data selection and personal interviews were undertaken for data
collection. The interviews were started from January to May 1995 One-hundred
and eitghty farmers were interviewed. This represented 53.8 percent of the total
population. |

The findings revealed that most of the respondents were males and
married. The average age was 51. Most farmers were Buddhist and obtained
formal education to Grade 4 Growing rice and raising swine were the major and
minor occupations, respectively. The total income per family per year was from
major and minor occupations 34,875 baht.

Most farmers knew the projects purpose. The reason they joined the
project was to obtain a low-interest loan. They had a favorable attitude towards the

project and had more contacts with the extension office during the implementation

(5)




of the project. Spouses played a large role in decission making and participation in
farm operation.

For outcomes of the project, farmers had more debts from farm
investiment, but they eamed more income and spent more time working at their
farm. The had less frec time for leisure, but had more confidence about their
income. They perceived the project to be very useful. Few problems were
observed during the project implementation. The project has been regarded as most
useful and could help solve the problem of péverty among fam1er§.' Methods of
project implementation should be improved to provide more opportunities for

farmers.

(©6)
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