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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate (1) the
social, economic, physical and psychological characteristics of
Muslim youth (2) the need for knowledge and methods oflearning in
agriculture (3) the relationship between socio-economic, physical
and psychological factors and the need for agricultural knowledge
(4) associated problems and suggestions for acquiring agricultural
knowledge.

The study area was Amphoe Kong Ra, Changwat Phatthalung.
The population of 162 students studying under the vocational rural
development project were used as sampling units. Personal
interviews were used as a method of data collection. The interviews
were conducted from February — March 1994.

The study revealed that 60 percent of Muslim youth were
male and their ages ranged from 16-19 years. More than 50 percent
has finished their education by Mathayom 3 and the rest by
Mathayom 4 or 5. More than 60 percent of their parents had
agriculture as a major occupation and their incomes ranged from
18,000 - 30,000 baht per fdmily per year. The average farm size
per family was 12.6 rai.

(5)




Most of these Muslim youth had a strong desire to learn
about growing crops and raising animals. They had a medium level
of desire fo learn about agricultural business and management,
agro-industry and farm mechanics and a low level of desire for
fishery knowledge.

The preferred methods of learning were through individual
and group contact with instructors, In individual contact they
preferred teachers to visit their houses and farms and in group
contact through farm demonstrations and exhibitions.

By correlation analysis, no significant differences were
observed. This suggested that social, economic, physical 'and
phychological factors had no effect on the need of Muslim youth
for agricultural knowledge.

Associated problems were the inconvenience of classroom
location, limited time for field practice and insufficient
professional institutions available in agriculture. The findings
suggest that there should be p ractical demonstrations of
planting and raising animals, as most of those surveyed were
interested., Practical training should be encouraged. In additiomn,
exhibitions of processing and marketing of farm produce shouid

be organized occasionally when needed.

(6)
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