Administrative decentralization and a new coastal management
initiative in Thailand.
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Administrative decentralization and a new coastal management
initiative in Thailand.
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Abstract

Administrative decentralization. which bepan with the enactment of the Public Administratne
Reeulations Act of 1991 that introduced the concept of local administration. has been substantially
materinlized as it was incorporated as a koy element in the “people’s constitution” of 1997, The overbearimy
influence given by the Constitution resulted in the consequential enactments of the Plans and Steps of
Administrative Decentralization Act of 1999, the Tocal Administrative Personnel Regulations Act of 1999
and the Ministerial, Burean. and Departmental Reorganization Act of 20020 As set in the plans, the
adimistrative decentralization should be completed within four years. Although cawrried out, scores of
bortlenecks in the transfer of central government responsibilities (along with authorities. financial and
persontie] assoviating with them). delays, and incompletion that have been reported. the socicty and the
peaple at Lirge have been educated by the pracess about the roles they are expected to play and therr rights
i governanee as citizens of the country,

The adninistrative decentralization attracted the attention of a number ot politicians who have
nsed local adimmistration as their politcal base to place them in their inspired political niche. However, the
events that followed the September 19, 2006 coup: the replacement of the 1997 Constitution with a
ransitional constitution and  government, the general clection and the return of deposed political
aovernment {under a new name on January 29, 2008 have effectively turned away the public attention
from the decentralization processes.

The transition of posers can never be casy. Power is something addictive: time 18 not a
relevant factor contributing to the chiange of hands. In coastal resourees and fisheries management. the
developmental model of “co-management.” introduced by the jomnt RTGEU S-year Project of Coastal
Habitats and Resources Management (CHARM) in Ban Don and Phang Nga Bays in Southern ihatland.
bas offered o new paradiem emphasizing participation. Under this concept all stakeholders participate

active i planning. implementing, monitoring. learming, and re-planning. The process stself s known as



“aduptive planning”- something that everyvone can learn either from success or fartlure. 1t is a process that
strengthen the communtties and local governments as they are more capable of taking decisions, logieally
tframinge their development policies. and undertaking their implementation-as exactly wmed by the

“peaple’s consttuiion’ of [997,
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