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Small Otter Board Trawl Fisheries in the Area of Nakhon Si Thammarat

and Songkhla Provinces
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Kingkan Vibunpant and Supaporn Chumpuvorn

Southern Marine Fisheries Research and Development Center (Songkhla)

Abstract

To study on status of small otter board trawl fisheries in Nakhon Si Thammarat and Songkhla
Province, catch data from 159 small otter board trawlers (boat length <14 m) were monthly collected from
some fishing ports in Nakhon Si Thammarat and Songkhla Province during January- September 2006.
It was found that most of the fishing boats were equipped with 90-180 hp engines and the nets with 22.22
mm mesh size at the codends were used. 61.35% of boats were operated in the nighttime. The fishing took
3-6 hrs/haul, 2-3 hauls/night and average 2.09+1.91 nights/trip. The fishing grounds covered coastal area
extended from the south of Ko Samui, Kanom, Sichon District to Tasala District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province where water depths ranged from 10-25 m, and from Pak Phanang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province to Thepha District, Songkhla Province where water depths ranged from 12-30 m. The overall
catch rate was 18.94+8.98 kg/hr in average. The catch rate taken during inter monsoon period was higher
than that obtained in north east monsoon period significantly (p < 0.05).

The 57.92% of catch were economic fish and the other 42.08% were trash fish. The economic
fish were composed of 40.65% demersal fish, 38.32% shrimps, 17.21% cephalopods, 2.31% pelagic fish,
1.31% crabs and 0.20% miscellaneous, while 61.48% of trash fish were true trash fish and 38.52% of them
were the young of economic fish. The young fish comprised of 63.36% demersal fish, 12.54%
miscellaneous, 10.44% shrimps, 6.00% cephalopods, 4.08% pelagic fish and 3.58% crabs.

Lengths at first capture of Nemipterus furcosus, N. hexodon, N. mesoprion, Priacanthus
tayenus, Saurida elongata, S. undosquamis, Metapenaeus affinis and M. ensis were 12.09, 12.95, 10.30,

12.47,15.41, 11.29, 10.53 and 11.07 cm, respectively.
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