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STATUS OF SMALL OTTER BOARD TRAWL FISHERIES
OFF SONGKHLA COASTAL AREA

Pakjuta Khemakorn
Southern Marine Fisheries Research and Developinent Center

79/1 Wichianchom Rd., Bo-Yang, Muang, Songkhla $0000, Thailand

ABSTRACT

The samplings from 87 trips and 103 trips of sinall otter board trawlers which
landed fish at Songkhla fishing port were conducted during February-December 1998 and
January-December 1999, respectively. “The fishing ground was mainly within the Songkhla
area and the fishing trip was only one night. In the year 1998, it was found that the average,
catch per unit effor1 (CPUE) was 25.54 kg/hr with a maximum in June of 41,76 kg/hr apd a
minimum in October of 15.77 kg/hr. The composition of the catch was composed of frash fish
38.33% and groups of economic fish 61.67% which consisted of large shrimp 2.86%, small -
shrimp 41.46%, demersal fish 11.52%, pelagic fish 0.39%, cephalopod 4.50% and crab
0.94%. For the year 1999, it was found that the average CPUE was 25.91 kg/br with a
maximum in June of 36.99% and a min'mum in January of 18.47%. The composition of the
catch was composed of trash fish 30.92% and groups of economic fish 69.08% which
consisted of large shrimp 1.43%, small shrimp 49.44%, demersal fish 10.80%, pelagic fish
0.62%, cephalopod 5.83% and crab 0.96%. To compare the CPUE of groups of fish between
monsoons, there was no significant difference (p > 0.05) found in groups of large shrimp,
demersal fish, pelagic fish, cephalopod and trash fish while there was a significant difference
{(p < 0.05) found in groups of small shrimp, crab and also total catch between north-east
monsoon and south-west monsoon. The proportion of trash fish in the total catch trended to be
decreased whereas the proportion of true trash fish increased. However, economic fish
Juveniles dominated the total catch from the small otter Board trawlers. These fishers need to

be less destructive toward the fish by being more strictly controlled to ensure that they operate

only outside the 3,000 meters offshore ar:a.
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