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Distribution and Fisheries Activities of Glass Catfish,

Kryptopterus bicirrhis (Valenciennes, 1840) in Phattalung Province

Teerapat Tongwattanakornl* Chamaiporn Kaewsrithong2 and Suwimon Seehirnwong3

1Phattalung Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center,
*Pattani Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center

3Trang Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center
Abstract

The monthly investigation of Glass sheatfish Kryptopterus bicirrhis (Valenciennes, 1840) in
Phatthalung from February 2006 to January 2007 which a total number of 2,447 fish. The objectives were
to determine their habitat, distributional structure, and the current fisheries status. The results showed that
the Glass sheatfish is a community fish that herd together. They preferred the characteristic habitat as
under shade of the tree/ or the flat clay hole including a hollow of the tree root near the river bank. Some
water quality parameters as pH, hardness and alkalinity represented the average value that less than the
optimal criteria of water for aquaculture (6.48, 62.53 mg/L and 28.17 mg/L, respectively).

The highest abundance was found between December to May and slightly decreases to
November. The distribution was found in‘different size belonging to periods. The average length between
41-60 mm was mostly found from February to March. The big size with the total length between 91-100
mm was found in August.. While the small size with the total length between 11-20 mm was found in
August and December and tends to be found a lot from December to February of the following year.

The fishing net was the common fish gear that was used for catching. During nighttime, the
fishermen applied their baits with were made of the grinded roasted catfish and slightly dropped the net
down into the water and waited for the fish to be trapped, while they were sitting on the fishing boat. The
next method was also via fishing net, but they went to catch the fish directly at the fish habitat during the
daytime. Fish are sold to buyers who are familiar both within and outside the village. A most 66% of the

fishers require the government officer support about fish breeding promotion.

Key words : Distribution; Fisheries Activities; Glass catfish; Kryptopterus bicirrhis
*Corresponding author: Moo 4, Lampom, Mueng, Phathalung 93000, Tel 0 7460 4533,

e-mail: pat_teera@hotmail.com
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