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Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) in Kuan Kreng Peat swamp,

Nakhon Si Thammarat Province

Amphorn Saksetl* Chamaiporn Keawsritong2 Supap Sangkapaitun3
Harit Bintohim® and Suwimon Sihirunwong4
'Nakhon Si Thammarat Inland Fisheries Station
*Pattani Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center
3Phattalung Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center

4Trang Inland Fisheries Research and Development Center

ABSTRACT

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) in Kuan Kreng peat swamp of Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province was conducted to study community and socio-economic status, fishing activity and problems
including solving ideas. A total of 8 villages around the Kuan Kreng peat swamp were surveyed from
October 2006 to September 2007. Methods consisted of focus groups, observation, in-depth interview,
brain stroming, and descriptive presentation.

The results showed that geographical area of each village was generally lowland, and mostly
consised of rubber plantation, palm' tree, paddy field, annual crops, and peat swamp forest. Almost
villagers migrated from other regions to settle and to work on agriculture and employee. The main
occupations were gardening, planting, rice farming, employing, handicraft making, and livestock rearing.
The supplementary. occupations were fishing, small trading, government service, and aquaculture. The
majority status of households were moderate and rare wealthy. Traditions were Chakpra, Satdeansip,
Songkran, Pee mai and Tod kratin. Gender roles, the men had the role more than women in general
especially labors. The major fishing gears were trap and gill net.

The main problems were fisheries resource deterioration, and utilized land property.
Community suggested that more oftentimes opening of Utokvipatprasit Watergate, fish restocking, canal
dradging, and illegal fishing controlling should be done to mitigate fisheries resource problems with
community’s participation. Also, government should clearly characterize between national park and

utilization areas, as well as should commit the property document to solve the land property problem.



Key words: Participatory Rural Appraisal, PRA, Kuan Kreng peat swamp, Nakhon Si Thammarat
*Corresponding author: Moo 2, T. Kurae, A. Thongyai, C. Nakhon Si Thammarat 80130

E-mail address: phornfresh@hotmail.com
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