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Farmer’s Decision on Paddy Field under Oil Palm Plantation
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Abstract

This paper aimed to explore farmers’ socio-economic characteristics and factors motivating
decision on paddy field under oil palm plantation, examine farmers’ knowledge of oil palm
plantation, and investigate factors affecting area under oil palm plantation in Krasaesin District,
Songkhla Province. The research collected primary data through semi-structured interviews with

40 farmers who grow oil palm in paddy fields, using the snowball sampling technique. Descriptive
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statistics and Mann-Whitney test were applied for data analysis. The results found that the
majority of farmers were male with an average age of 58 years. Prices of oil palm fresh fruit
were a very influence on the decision to grow oil palm in paddy fields. Farmers’ knowledge of
oil palm plantation was moderate. The statistically significant factors affecting area under oil palm
plantation were education level, number of household labor, farmer’s income, household income,

household expenditure, debt, years of oil palm farm experience and oil palm outputs (P @ 0.05).
Keywords : Decisions Making, Oil Palm, Area under Oil Palm Plantation, Paddy Field
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