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Abstract

Originally, the communities around Songkla Lake produced were engaged in producing various products
simultaneously, located in an area with a multiple resources ecology system. Fishery is one of the
productive activities of the area carried out on a small scale due to a small consumer market.

In the old times, a community derived their autonomy to manage resources from the power of religion,
traditions and their need of co-existence.

The change in community resources utilization around Songkla Lake was noticeable during the major
reform that took place in the reign of King Rama V. This change enabled the central government to
control the natural resources of the country and launched the policy to stimulate extensive use of resources
for increased revenue from taxation and concession.

It is clearly seen that in the area around Songkla Lake with migration of people new communities were set
up resulting in better livelihood and expansion of trade.

It can be said that fishery kept growing both in terms of sea fishing and improvement of more effective
fishing tools but villagers were not able to pursue fishing as their main occupation,because the market was
not large enough despite its growth. At the same time, the state could not interfere with the management of
fishery resources. Each community was allowed to handle their own resources, controlling in large part the
approach and use of the sea. In some places, however, attempt of the state to interfere with the right to
resources management was seen in the designation of licensed areas in which villagers must bid for the
sole rights to use the land. This led to conflicts and the unauthorized use of the sea area for personal
benefits.

In this period, the Lake began to absorb the effects due to the change in the ecological system caused by
tremendous tree felling to clear the land around the Lake, thus reducing water parchment areas. The most
serious effect was the closure of 5 canals called "Pid Pak Rawa" because it was the closing of the most
important waterway, blocking the water flow and preventing the common share of fertile conditions of the
outer sea and the Lake.

Fishery in the Lake was radically affected once again with the introduction of the First National Economic
Development Plan aimed at spurring economic growth based on maximizing the use of resources
available. In this period, commercial fishery was strongly supported while marine animal industry was
widely developed both domestically and internationally. The prices of marine animals rose highly. While
the importance of small-scale resources bases around the Lake towards people's livelihood decreased,
villagers turned to fishing in the Lake as their main occupation.

As the market forces and the development towards modernization triggered consumption and adaptation of
ways of life, the living expenses inevitably increased. When the villagers' major income was mainly from
resources in the lake, coupled with increasing population, a large number of people went to fish in the
Lake. Some used destructive tools. Some took parts of the sea as their private properties and installed
permanent fishing tools in the areas.

The ecology in the lake was heavily damaged by developmental features, namely, urban expansion,
residences, factories and restaurants, all of which played a major role in discharging sewage and waste into
the lake. Land filling into the lake also grew, and the construction of a deep water port facility has
encroached upon the entrance to the lake.

The effects that were caused by these acts were shallowing of the sea, unclean water and the destruction of
breeding and living grounds and the food chains of marine animals due to the state of 'excessive fishery' in
the lake. Problems that followed were deterioration of species and number of marine animals. Villagers
who once trusted their livelihood with the Lake found difficulty in earning their living.



These villagers responded to the decrease in marine animals in the Lake in various ways. However, most
still looked for ways to exploit resources in the ecological system of the Lake including shrimp farming.
Some groups of people migrated to a new area. Some others changed their occupations. Many in this group
migrated to do labour jobs in big towns and factories. Some, aware of the problems, worked with private
development organizations and local academicians in trying to find ways to revive the Lake although not
much could be done due to the complicated nature of conflicts of interest of different groups. At present,
all involved groups agree that the lake is in a sad state of deterioration. If immediate rehabilitation is not
carried out, it will be too late to revive the Lake.

The problems of the Lake can be separated into groups, first, the destruction of the ecology system.,and
second, overexploitation of the sea. In solving the problems in the first group, the government must play a
key role in solving the problems with local administrative organizations and local fishing groups. As for
the second groups of problems, the government must support local communities in reengineering their
resources management systems because this approach was found to be beneficial in terms of sustainable
use of the sea and equal share of the sea by all local fishermen.
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