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Other Abstract: Songkla City has been an important sea port in the South of Thailand since Ayuttaya was the capital city.
Many historical buildings such as temples, mosques, forts, city walls, the cemetry of the city governors
and the port are evidences of the city flourishing. With the completion of the Tinsulanonda Bridges, which
was part of a mega transportation project in 5th Social and Economic Development Plan, Songkla City
witnessed spatial transformation in term of transport network, land and building use and space for building
a structure. This research studied the spatial transformation of Songkla City from 1974 to 2012. Between
1974 and 1985, before the construction of the bridges, no physical changes were observed in the city.
There was a cluster of fisherman communities to the south of Songkla Lake. Historical sites were found
scattering in the agricultural areas. Boat was the major means of transport from the city to the other side of
the lake. During the construction in 1985, the spatial transformation of the city took place rapidly. From
1985 to 1997, a new community was introduced. It was found along the main roads extended from the
bridges. Such roads made the land transport more complex. The land use and the building use could not be
clearly defined with regard to their functional purposes, in addition to an increase in the number of small
buildings. Between 1998 and 2012 the urban area penetrated the agricultural areas, forests and historical
sites, resulting in environmental deterioration, forest destruction and housing construction in historical
sites. The construction does not comply with one of the purposes of the historical site, in that, the
historical site is a reserved area. Nothing but a historical building can exist there. It can be said that the
Tinsulanonda Bridges, important physical structures, have led to spatial transformation of Songkla City.
The transformation has caused land transport network and changes to land use and building use. The
findings can be used as guidelines for mapping out Songkla City’s development plans in the future. The
plans have to balance out the spatial development. The land use and the building use in the old city area
should be preserved and the development of a new town has to be controled so that the community

expansion will be in relation to the extension of transport network and the economic and social activities.



