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Adstract

Talae-noi community is situated around Talae-noi
Lake about 15 km. east of Ampur FKunkanun. There are
two Tumbon, Talae-noi _and Pamangtung. In this study the
samples were taken frem Tumbon Panangtung where the
project of Southern Srinakharinwirot University is to be
located.

It is assumed that Talae-noi community was first
established in the Sukothai peried; the area included Ban
Klang community and Ban Kluay community. Later, the
government allowed the felling of a lot of Takient trees
to build ships for official mises. This caused the area to
be dry for many vears and also led to the forest fires
which destroyed the area fﬂr long tlme until it became dry
and the land was untullable The peaple had to move out and
settled in Haknrnsrlthamaraf. ~T?tae-n01 returned to its
normal fertile cﬂnditionj;toyard the middle period of
Ayudthaya. People from Ngknpﬂsrithamarat migrated back to
Talae-noi. “This is “kmown as the second period of
Talae-noi and the cnmmuﬁity sprgdd out to Tumbon Talae-noi
and Tumbon Panangtung. “

Tumbon Panangtung fs to the east and south of
Talae-noi Lake. The area is about 60,900 Rai which is
divided to 11 willages. The area covers plateau on the
west with slope towards to Talae-noi Lake a wide plain and
mangroves. There is which also consists of river on the
west which joins Songkhla Lake. At the beginning, local

people were farmers and fishermen. Later the number of



population increasd and people migrated to the northwest.
Planting rubber trees became a major occupation while
fishing activities decreased. People are engaged in
Krajute weaving, private business, labourers, trading, and
fish-farming. The education level of people in Tumbon
Panagtung is considéred ' high @@ven though the older
generation finished. the compulsory education. Now more
than half of the population continues to further education
in the lower Matavomsuksa, higher Matayomsuksa, certificate
and bachelor degree levels. Those who have high educational
qualification can find various independent jobs not only
working as government officials. Higher education improves
the social-economic status of the people in Panangtung.

Most peoplechave legal land ownership. The average
income is rather high. There is also a gap between the
high and low income graﬁﬁgﬁf'ﬂnél of the families are able
to save money in va;iquéqﬁﬁng__TEE most dnteresting is
that the way they use tﬁeir}gavfnq as a capital to earn
more benefits. More than qﬁif;ﬁf the population here is in
debted from the lnan- used for their own occupation and for
education of the family ‘members. The major source of loan
is from Bank of hrgriculture,ﬂﬁﬁ Cooperatives. It is very
rare for them to use lean fuf'luxury.

Although the economy is Tather stable,the people in
Panangtung show only little interest in politics. People
participate in all levels of the political election but
their candidacy in the election is limited to only their
village 1level such as Kumnun and head of village. There

are very few candidates for provincial level and none for



national level. Local people have limited understanding
of their roles and functions of the local political
organizations. They show their willing to be improved in
this aspect if the government provides opportunity. The
structure of political pewer of this community shows that
people are loyal to_the'governmental positions such as
Xumnun or head of village.

People in Panangtung agreed with the project of the
Southern Srinakharinwirot University in Pattalung Province
for the various reasons; the strongest reason was that for
higher education of the family in the future. It is shown
that they are ambitious and expect to use education as a

way to improve their soeial status.
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