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Abtract

Community Rights Education Project at Songkhla Lake Basin was conducted at July
2003 to December 2005; this research was aimed to find out what should be the
form of 3-water ecosystem management. It is purpose up to community rights
knowledge on the base of resource in Lake Basin of the constitution to build network
communities organization and unit of government to corporate management of resource

on away

From the resource, In the past Songkhla Lake Basin was abundant with natural
resources both in land and in the lake itself. This abundant of natural resources was an
important factor drawing people to settle in this area since in the past. People earned
their living relied on natural resources such as cutting of Samed wood, mat weaving,
thatch weaving, palm sugar making, aqua-culture using water weeds, tile making,
pottery and paddy field for household consuming same as small scale fishery. These
careers generated incomes for family and they used weekend market as an exchanging

place.

Around year 1957 or at the beginning of National Economic and Social Development
Plan, commercial production grew up especially modern paddy field agriculture using
new rice, introducing of irrigation system, expanding of exporting marine resources,
grew up demanding of marine resources. But in the same time natural resources along

the Songkhla Lake was gradually degrading.

Recently problems of the Songkhla Lake are ecosystem changing such as lake shallow
or muddy replacement sand at lake bed, water pollution, spreading of water lily,
reducing of water circulating, water stand still in some specific area. And there are also
community problems of using exploited fishing gears such as fishing with electric shock
and pushing net. In summary, there are 2 aspects of Songkhla Lake crisis, natural

resource management and community management



Since the depleting of natural resources in Songkhla Lake, fishing communities along
Songkhla Lake were under same problem, continuing of marine resources reducing.
These fishing communities have same agreement to rehabilitee of Songkhla Lake in
order to regain an abundant of marine resources as it was around year 1957. Concrete
example of doing such activities were community mobilizing and grouping together,
mangrove forest rehabilitation, establishment of conservation zone etc. All of these
activities happened in many communities in the same time of movement to against dam
construction, which will obstruct the lake circulation. This movement was leaded by

“Songkhla Lake Fisher-folk Federation”

The goal of rehabilitate Songkhla Lake is to bring back water circulation in the lake as it
was in the past. It was hoped that with good water circulation, it would help reducing
problem of lake shallow and problem of marine resources depleting. Finally, These 2
main factors will effect livelihood of fisher-folk communities and people living along the
Songkhla Lake. This research was aimed to find out what should be the form of 3-
water ecosystem management. Target population is key persons in 4 fishing
communities under the name of “Songkhla Lake Fisher-folk Federation”. This research
will be an extending phrase of natural resource management, which has been
conducted earlier. Lesson learnt from past experiences guided to an adaptation of
strategic to solve problems of Songkhla Lake. Some major lessons learnt were creating
more active approach during this project to be more conducting of research and
development. Promoting self study by conducting field study, field survey to collect data
to identify implementing procedure. And establishing alliance with other group of people
in Songkhla Lake basin such as farmer group at Ranod paddy field, forming learning
process during doing activities together. Other alliance is group of people from
headwater forest by organizing forum to exchange and identify ways to work together in

collaboration.

Summarizing of 3-water ecosystem management by people has 3 strategies and should
be implemented in the same time. Firstly, seeing the lake as one system should be the
starting point to identify sustainable solution of 3-water ecosystem management. Local
wisdom and information should be brought up to policy level to help decision-making.

Secondly, promote good understanding with public and government sectors about 3-



water ecosystem management in order to make appropriated development and
rehabilitation for the lake. Thirdly, solve conflict among different careers using same

resource base in this lake basin.

Kanita Sriprasom and research team
The case of Songkhla Lake Basin

March 31, 2006
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