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NORA LEGENDS: CULTURAL AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP SYSTEM OF
SONGKHLA LAKE BASIN

THIS RESEARCH WORK IS SUPPORTED BY BUDGET FROM
SRINAKHARINWIROT UNIVERSITY SOUTHERN CAMPUS
(THAKSIN UNIVERSITY)

B.E. 2539 FISCAL YEAR



This is a study of Nora legends and their relationship with social and
cultural system of Songkhla Lake Basin. The researcher investigated
legends of Nora and related local accounts, works of local authorities on
Nora, implications on government, economy, society, and people's way of
life, influences on religious.and ancient places, local beliefs, traditions, and
rituals. The study also touched on athéraspects such as social relationship
and behavior of peeple fin’ the sesciety,conservation, promotion, and
propagation of art and eultural perspectives; as well as engendering of folk
wisdom and local cultures. Document studies, observations, interviews, were
made and photographs were used in ihe Bﬁldy’. The results of the study
were presented using the de_scriptjve analysis technique.

The results of the siwdy revealed that legends of Nora came from two
major sources. Oraltradifions told by villagers'asevident in the Bot Kat Khru

(paying homage to the teﬁcher} and its poetic djalﬁgues The documentary

sources came from arﬂcles 'aJJc:ut the Nora legends told by the masters of
Nora such'as Khoon Uﬁpéiham Wra Wat Chanrueng, Nai Phoon
Ruengnon, Nora legends as a“ppéa/ mgrin the history of Inao play by Somdet
Phrachad Bammmawggngthar lﬁam .F'hra.ya Damrong Raghanupharp, history
of court plays by thex'm__!pa;@mer;t of Fine Arts, and History of Nora as
appearing in B]a quartet poeﬁﬁ form. Loeal history related to Nora included
the legend GFLI‘Khuon Sattha of Th‘e}-f(hae, the legend of Nang Nualthong
Samiee, the legend 6f Nang Lued" Khao, the legend of Ta Yai Phrom Chan
Buddha Statue, the legend of Thuad Samlee Buddha Statue of Wat Phakho
of Tambon Choomphon, and the legend of Chao Mae Yoo Hua Buddha
Statue of Wat Tha Khura, Tambon Khlongree, Amphoe Sathing Phra,

Changwat Songkhla. Investigation by local authorities used in the study



included the works of Thewasaro, Yiamyong Surakit Banham and Phinyo
Chittham, Suthiwong Phongphaiboon, and Udom Noothong.

As for its relationship with,secial.and cultural system of Songkhla Lake
Basin, the legends reflected:.the existence of ancient communities in the
region such as Sathing Phra'or Sathing Baranasee, Khao Phakho or Muang
Phiphatthasingh, and Bangkaee or Phatihalung. These communities have
evolved into centers jof govemnment and foreign trade, and became major
ports in the northern/Malay peninsular. .Geeds from these trading posts
included tin, pepper, swallow's _ng_s't,_'rica, spice, herbs, etc. Moreover, these
communities also fostered a trade link with India through which influences of
Brahmanism and Buddhism of beth Hinnayana and Mahayana sects were
introduced. In the Ayutthaya periad, these communities were the center of
Theravada Buddhism propagated from Ceylon, as evidenced in early
records, religious and anmﬁqt buudmgjmlaa_Phramahathat Chedi (pagoda)

at Wat Khiag - Eangkae!aﬂ anﬂ*ﬁhrasrl Rattana Mahathat Chedi (pagoda) at
Wat Phakho. ‘5% 1.!’ :1

Regarding beliefs, tmdrﬁn&s and' rituals about Nara, local villagers in
the Songk{_’g_&s Lake Ba@__n stro :gly .bellgr.r_e.-;_in the influepcés of the souls of
Nora's ancestors, supeuls‘ﬁﬂon fulfillment of a vow, the eradication of a
person’s birthmark, and the tr?atrﬁant.pf illness. Prominent traditions and
rituals included thepaying hmn‘i‘agekp’late Nora'ssmasters and the influences
of the souls of Nora's ancestors, I:mth of whichplaying a vital part in fostering

love, solidarity, and conscience in the community, as well as helping

conserve local culture, and propagating the Nora traditions.
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