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Abstract

Research Title : Boat Trading in The Areas of Songkhla Lake Basin

Researcher : Mr.Pok Keokan (B.Ed., M.Ed.)
The Institute for Southern Thai Studies, Thaksin
University.

Financial Support : Allocated Budget for the 1997 Fiscal year in Support

to Research

This study was conducted in response to the following objectives : (1)
to study the general features of boat trading in the areas of Songkhla
Lake basin, (2) to study the factors which influenced changes in boat
trading within the areas and (3) to find out how to adapt folk wisdom
to develop and resuscitate the boat trading in the areas studied. Data
were collected through ducument studies and field works conducted
by interviews, observations and photographs. The results of the study
were presented by using the descriptive analysis techniques.

The resulis of the study revealed as follows:

1. The general features of boat trading in the studied areas were :
the communities around the lake which consisted of communities on the
western and eastern coasts of the lake, communities along the canals
from Ranot District, Songkhla province to Hua Sai District, Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province and communities along the coast of the Gulf of
Thailand starting from Thambon Nasaton, Hua Sai District, Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province to Muang District, Songkhla Province. Two types of
boat trading in the areas of Songkhla Lake basin and the neighboring
areas were found : wholesale trading was performed at main piers, retail
trading was performed at minor piers and boat vending were done in the

communities along the coasts and canals. Goods sold at main piers and in



the communities were both the local made and the manufactured.  Depen-
dent relationships found were political and administrative. Dependent rela-
tionship based on culture and economics such as relationship among
relatives and exchange relationship were found.

2, Types of boat trading among communities around Songkhla Lake,
along the coast of the Gulf of Thailand and with other countries were
: the trading between communities on the eastern and western coasted
of the lake, boat routes between the communities on the western and
eastern coasts of the lake, canals linking the communities in the Lake
basin, and types of vessels used to carry people and goods in each
route. Boat trading between the communities along the coast of the Gulf of
Thailand and along the coasts of the lake and with foreign countries were
. the trading between the towns on the basin and with China, Netherlands
and Japan.

3. Factors which influenced changes in boat trading and local
wisdom concerning boat trading in the past were : factors leading to
changes in boat trading such as changes in technology and transportation,
factors leading to changes in communities around the basin, factors
concerning changes of rivers and canals geographical structures and
factors of changes in natural resources for making communities products.
Folk wisdom concerning boat trading found were : pottery, palm sugar, mats
and sacks made of bulrush and sacks made of reeds. The communities
around Songkhla Lake, especially, the town of Songkhla has had a
continuous role in boat ftrading because the area around the lakd basin
possess Dbasic structures which support boat frading, either because of its
geographical structures which are appropriate for being a good port or
being collectors of local goods in the area and from the neighboring
communities to ftrade with other cities and countries. These features

aid boat trading to develop and to retain its continuous activities.
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