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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the natural resource utilization at
Songkhla Lake basin, local population’s need for building a sea-water
dam at the basin, and the conflicts between local farmers "and local
fishermen, living the edge of the basin facing the Gulf of Thailand,
over how the natural resources should be utilized.

A random sample of 560 villagers selected from 32 villages in
the districts of Amphoe Ranode, Amphoe Sa-Thing Phra, and Amphoe Hua
Sai were interviewed. The survey found that most of the local
villagers have been using the lands at the basin for rice growing;
followed by those who have.been using them for shrimp farming.

The coastal areas have been mostly utilized as seaside
resorts. In addition, they were also used for pumping seawater into
the land, for dumping sewage or polluted water into the sea, for
shrimp farming, for harbor, and for raising cattle, in that order.

Also, the coastal waters have been utilized for fishing, for
raising Kuladam (Penaepsis monoceros) variety of shrimps, for
raising other sea animals, diving for corals, and the like.

On the side of tourism, the sa_ndy beaches and the waterbird
sanctuaries were the main tourist attractions, followed by Buddhist
temples, lakes, natural caves, fruits in season, and low-priced
shopping goods.

With regard to the building of a seawater dam at Songkhla
Lake basin, most of the local populations were found to be lacking

detail information about the proposed dam project. Consequently,



their opinions were equally divided between those who favor the
project and those who oppose it.

With regard to the conflicts between local farmers and local
fishermen over how Songkhla Lake basin natural resources should be
utilized, 63 percent of those interviewed opposed the opening of a
water gate at Rava river mouth, while 53.3 percent favored it. Those
who favored the opening of the water gate welcomed the investment
project from a Iargé private firm to start Kuladam shrimp farming in
their community. Also, 76.2 percent of those interviewed gave their
opinions that they would be willing to give up rice farming and go
for shrimp farming if the government would actively support such
occupational change.

wWith regard to polrlution problems, most of those interviewed
were found to be particularly concerned with the rapid deterior;';ltion
of the quality of top soil and water.

The policy recommendations and measures for appropriate
utilization of the Songkhla Lake-basin natural resources--
occupational development of the local population, reduction of
conflicts over natural resource utilization, reduction in
environmental pollution--that would lead to long-run sustainable

growth and development were given in this research.
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