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Abstract

Kuan-Kreng Swamp Forest in Nakhon Sri Thammarat is one of a huge wetland in
the Southern part of Thailand. It possesses great value to the ecological system since it
is a source gathering various biodiversity and a place providing natural resources to the
community and its neighbors. Yet from the increasing number of populations and the
shifting forms of occupations have resulted in exceeding the use of natural resources in
Kuan-Kreng Swamp Forest to its carrying capacity. There are problems in trespassing
the swamp forest to plant agricultural products such as Hevea brasiliensis and palm
trees and to build the infrastructures to develop the area. All of these cause rapid
deterioration to Kuan-Kreng Swamp forest.

This thesis aims to study whether legal measures of the conservation and
protection of swamp forest covers Kuan-Kreng's area or not and how to improve the
existing laws. By studying the relevant laws, which are the Wildlife Preservation and
Protection Act. B.E.2535 (1992 A.D.), the National Reserved Forest Act.B.E.2507 (1964
A.D.), the Forest Act B.E.2484 (1941 A.D.) ,the Fishery Act.B.E.2490 (1947 A.D.) and
other legal measures in the Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental
Quality Act.B.E.2535(1992 A.D.) emphasizing on non-hunting area, the nation reserve
forest and permanent forest according to the cabinet resolution.

The study finds that non-hunting area and the nation reserve forest area in Kuan-
Kreng swamp forest has got a satisfactory legal measurement to conserve and protect
the area. Due to the law designates conserved areas and provides enough legal
measure to conserve the area. On the other hand, existing laws and legal measures
relating to permanent forest according to the cabinet resolution is insufficient to give
protection Kuan-Kreng swamp forest. In order to provide proper legal protection to the

area, the author proposes to alter permanent forest area to other protected area by



declaring Ministerial Regulation and expand the protection area of the nation reserve
forest to cover permanent forest. Consequently, Kuan-Kreng swamp forest is

automatically protected.
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