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Sustainable Development of Tourism in the Communities on

Western Songkhla Lake Basin
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Absftract

The objectives of the research were to study the model for development of tourism in
the communities on Western Songkhla Lake Basiﬁ in terms of tourism programs, classification
of tourism attractions, creation of tourism learning network and supplementation of
knowledge of tourism management. The sample for the study consisted of 17 community-
based tourism sites drawn according to the purposive sampling technique. The data were
collected through interviews with chairmen of the tourism groups in the area, the use of GPS
for field positioning and 31 surveys of tourism attractions from local government areas
through interviews with respective officials, organizing meetings for community-based
tourism network to supplement tourism management knowledge and study visits to tourism
attractions for exchanging experience on appropriate tourism management model. The data
were analyzed and presented using the descriptive analysis of the community-based tourism
management, classification of tourism attractions in the local govemment areas and the
supplementation of knowledge of networking for tour guides in community-based tourism.
The findings of the study reveal the following.

1. The management of tourism in the communities on the western Songkhla Lake
Basin covers two provinces: Songkhla and Phatthalung. Community-based tourism attractions
in Songkhla consist of three tourism groups: local fishermen for tourism group and Koh Yor
tourism group in Muang District and Srikesorn Cave rafting group in Rattaphoom District.
Community-based tourism attractions in Phatthalung consist of 14 groups: agro-tourism
group in Tamode District, agro-tourism group and Thale Noi, conservation tourism group in
Khuan Khanoon District, agro-tourism group in Kongra District, agro-tourism group in
Bangkaeo District, agro-tourism group in Paphayom, agro-tourism group in Muang District,

agro-tourism group in Sribanphot District, agro-tourism group and Thoong Nari Nai agro-



conservation tourism group in Pabon District, agro-tourism group in Srikharin District, agro-
tourism group in Khaochaison District, agro-tourism group in P-akphayoon District and
Phupha Song Thale tourism group in Kongra District. Of all the existing groups, 17
communities embrace tourism management models, 13 communiti;:s organize tourism
programs in line with available resources and 4 communities do not provide tourism programs
but the programs aré 6rganized haphazardly in accordance with the tourists’ requirements. All
communities have the objective to provide knowledge on tourism management as a vehicle for

development of quality of life of the communities.

2. There are all together 31 tourism attractions in the areas of local governments
covering the western Songkhla Lake Basin. All of these can be subcategorized into 61 sites
for nature-tourism, 55 sites for art and culture-related tourism, 19 sites for local product-

tourism, 8 sites for agro-tourism and 6 sites for custom-related tourism.

3. As for requirements of tourism groups in the westem area of Songkhla Lake Basin,
it is recommended that a coordinating center for the network of researchers from educational
institutes be established to serve as a meeting point for members of community tourism
groups. In addition, the center shall serve as a venue for alternate meeting for tourism
management of each respective group’s tourism program for others to participate. With
regard to the supplementation of tourism networking knowledge for tourism personnel, it is
agreed that seminars organized for the personnel produced a very good knowledge result for
the participants whether in terms of improvement of the tour guide’s personality, role,
responsibility and exchange of knowledge as a result of the organization of a field study in

conjunction with the tourism community of Koh Yor.
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