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ABSTRACT

The Thailand Rescarch Fund (TRF) commissioned Prince of Songkla
University to undertake the project, “Organizing the workshop in public
participatory approach management for Songkhla Lake Basin (SLB)
development.” The objectives of the project were: (1) To enable the SLB
civil society fo understand the development issues of, and fo develop
common visions jfor, future development of the SLB; (2) To consolidate
viewpoints concerning participatory approach management for SLB
development, to provide a basis for developing a workable participatory
approach management strategy; and (3) to identify pertinent research
questions regarding this issue. The mission involved literature reviews, field
study, focal group meeting and the workshop. This report is the result of
conducting the above project.

The study revealed that most of the studies on SLB issues in the past centered
around biophysical and technical 1ssues, with only a handful on social science
issues. In particular, the researchers found nu single study which direcily
dealt with the public participatory approach management for the
development of the SLB. The proximate study found was “Area approach to
integrated management planning for natural resources and the environment:
case studies of Phuket, Krabi and SLB.” On the other hand, it was found that
the people sector has played an important role in promoting the participatory
approach management for the development of the SLB. Such phenomena
were reflected in various forms of movements. This study has compiled 23
publications, some of which are related to social aspect of SLB development
issues, others are reports on movements; each is furnished with annotation.

Also compiled were data on public environmentally-related programs/
projects in the SLB. It was found that most of these programs and projects are
at operational level, administered by provincial government agencies; they
can be subdivided into: (1) an environmental awareness promotion program,
(2) a remedial and rehabilitation program, (3) a monitoring und prevention
program; and (4) a research program. None intends to involve public
participatory approach. Only the projects under the first program, the
environmental awareness promotion program, intend to have people as their
target groups. They, however, seem to be asking people to join, rather than
participare in, the project.



It should be noted that the understanding, and expectation, of the term,
“participation” differ greatly among various groups of people. Several people
organisations’ leaders expect participation process to include the whole
process of participation in thinking about, making decision on, implementing,
evaluating outcomes of, and benefiting from, the project. Other people,
though agree with the concept of participating in every aforementioned step
of the project, do not want to convene the mission by themselves, as do most
people organisations’ leaders. Most people still seek cooperation and advice
from the public sector, which usually includes academics, professionals, as
well as politicians. Both people organisations’ leaders and general public
expect that communities should somehow benefit from participation.

Most public sector representatives, academics and professionals see
participation in a much broader sense; they see that it can exist in various
forms, at various levels; for examples, participation in working group of
municipalities would naturally differ from that in saving co-operatives. This
group of people, particularly public sector representatives, expect to see
people participation in supporting and care taking the public projects, which
are supposedly designed for public benefit.

The study has come across several pertinent remarks regarding issues which
appear to inhibit the development and sustainability of participatory approach
management in SLB. For examples, an issue of attitudes of public sector
towards participatory approach management; an issue of inviting local people
as well NGO members to join various working groups: In the latter, it was
doubtful whether they had been as well informed as had the public sector,
whether they had equal say in decision-making, or had they been invited only
to justify the illusive existence of the public participation process?

Information obtained from this study, as well as the workshop, indicated that
all stakeholders agreed that the participatory approach management has been
an important issue, and has hampered the SLB development process. The
solution to the problem was, however, unclear. This study thus suggested
some broad research questions, which would hopefully lead to problem
resolution, as well as respond to the SLB civil societal need, both in basic
and applied researches. This study was unable to pin down as to who should
be the core group for conducting, and administering, the research, but
generally agreed that it should be a penta-lateral collaboration among a
public sector, a private sector, people organisations, NGOs and academics.
The details of format, structure and relationship were not yet well defined; it
is probably best settled by a properly designed action research, as well.

(12)
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